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IIT. 


Chief objects to be kept in view.—Different 
Jorces, physical and dynamic, influencing 
the development of disease during treatment 
of severe injuries, or after amputation.— Ex- 
planatory remarks and definitions bearing 
upon the forms of statistical returns adopted ; 
their scope and object.—Five statistical ta- 
bles of amputations, and of severe injuries 
treated without operation ; including ampu- 


tations performed in civil hospitals for dis- | 


ease, and for the usual accidents of civil life, 
comprising 403 cases, 


In the preceding lectures I glanced, in gene- 
ral terms, at the opinions most in vogue 
respecting amputation and its collateral ques- 
tions, their irreconcilable contradictions, and 
especially at the false premises upon which 
many of the conclusions, however true in 
themselves, were founded, pointing out the 
doubts, difficulties, and uncertainties arising 
from these causes. 

I was also led to make some remarks upon 
the value of statistics in medical science, not- 
withstanding the dangerous errors to which 
such a concentrated expression of mere results 
is exposed. The more so at the present 
time, from the prevailing tendency of the day 
to give undue preponderance to physical 
causes and changes of mechanical structure, 
almost to the total exclusion of more impor- 
tant causes of disease and death. More 
important, because more powerful — more 
subtile in their nature, more difficult to trace ; 
for such are the dynamic influences upon the 
human frame. These are developed fre- 
queatly by means of physical laws, never 
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against them, but not unfrequently without 
their aid or obvious interposition. 

I stated also that I had two objects in 
view, although one was secondary to the 
other. The first of these I propose to accom- 
plish by the analysis of a large body of facts, 
studied and ¢ollected by myself on military 
service, and two series of cases supplied by 
Drs. Hayward and Norris from the civil hos- 
pitals of Pennsylvania and Massachusetts, 
By these I hope to demonstrate the fallacy of 
many dogmas, and to place certain conclu- 
_sions of greater accuracy on a sound and 
| logical basis, by furnishing correct premises 
|from whence they may be deduced. This 
| effected, we may then hope, by reference to 

the mass of individual and collective facts, to 
| bring the whole results of the last fifty years’ 

experience into something more like harmony 

than has hitherto been observed. From this 
| labour I venture to anticipate that a series of 

laws or principles, applicable alike to mili- 

tary and civil practice, may be established, no 
| longer presenting those contradictions which 
| tend, on each new field for practice and obser- 
vation, to unsettle opinions oa questions of 
such vital importance. 

The second object is one naturally arising 
out of the means employed to accomplish the 
first; viz., to point out alike the peculiar 
| sources of error with which statistics and the 
|collection of mere mechanical or physical 
results, with reference only to the mechanical 
and obvious causes, abound ; and the great 
value of their evidence properly employed, 
when the results in detail are referred to their 
causes, mechanical or physical and dynamic ; 
showing the relative influence of each upon 
the injuries under treatment, and the results 
of amputations at different periods. 

And before proceeding to the more imme- 
diate questions of amputation, it was stated 
to be desirable to obtain a valuable starting 
point, by determining the nature, frequency, 
and gravity of the diseased actions which 
occur during the treatment of such severe in- 
juries as generally give rise to amputation. 
| By determining the same in reference to 
|three periods of amputation, viz., primary, 
intermediary, and secondary ; and comparing 
these results with those which occur during 
treatment, we should so the means 
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of how much could justly be attri- 
buted to original injury, and how much 
to the various amputations. 

That as there could be no doubt that there 
were dangers attached to amputation at each 
of the three periods, and to treatment without 
operation, the first step in any scientific in- 

uiry was to determine the nature, progress, 
uency of occurrence and mortality in 
each. We should then be in a state to grap- 
ple with the question of primary and second- 
ary amputation in all its bearings, and, 
indeed, to reduce it to the simplest form for 
solution. 

So far as I am aware, this is a labour, in 
the comprehensive view just stated, which 
has not hitherto been satisfactorily per- 
formed, even if attempted. 

The object of these lectures, therefore, shall 
first be to show the nature, progress, and fre- 
quency of diseased actions supervening on com- 
plicated injuries of the extremities, either ren- 
dering amputation necessary as a sole resource, 
or carrying off the patient by their full deve- 
lopment, without operation having been per- 


These actions we shall find vary according 
to two sets of physical causes; viz., Ist, the 
mature and degree of the injury; ‘gad, the 
favourable or unfavourable nature of collate- 
ral and erternal circumstances. 

They vary also according to the agency of 
certain dynamic influences: Ist, the tempe- 
rament and constitution of the patient, bis 
moral organisation, the temper, age, and sex ; 
Qnd, the d and nature of impression 
made upon the nervous system in its three 
divisions—the cerebral, ganglionic, and true 
Spinal. 

How difficult must be the accurate appre- 
ciation of some of these agencies, particularly 
the dynamic, is too obvious to require com- 
ment. A few observations, however, will 
show that much may be done even here. 

A series of tables, or statistical returns, 
are here shown, calculated to throw some 
light on the subject. Very early in my 
career as a surgeon, in charge of large hospi- 
tals, I received an impression from the daily 
study of series of cases under my care, that the 
supervening actions, the causes of mortality, 
as well as its amount, were not only different 
in, but were directly influenced by, various 
degrees and kinds of injury. The conviction 
that such difference, if clearly ascertained, 
ought to exercise its due, and certainly not 
‘nimportant, influence in the question of am- 
putation, as to the period of performance, or 
the greater expediency of treatment; and 
even on the nature of that treatment, sufficed 
to fix my attention on these circumstances, in 
which mechanical or physical agents chiefly 
predominated. 

These returns, therefore, show gunshot 
fractures as arranged in two classes; viz., 
those involving the articulations and those 
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complication, forming two kinds of injury, 
and the principal forms for which amputa- 
tion is ever required. 
A second set of tables, to which I shall 
have to refer hereafter, will show the latter 
class of cases arranged under three heads, 
indicative of degrees. 1. Favourable cases 
for treatment. 2. Doubtful cases. 3. Un- 
favourable cases. 
The strange and irreconcilable discrepan- 
cies which occur in the results of operations, 
as stated by the advocates for immediate or 
deferred amputation, prove how much cir- 
cumstances may influence such results; and 
in all tables of comparative results, the abso- 
lute necessity of classing together similar 
cases only, both in relation to the degree and 
kind of injary, the external and collateral cir- 
cumstances, the time and mode of performance 
of the amputation. 
If we refer to Faure for the results of the 
battles of Raucoux and de Lauffield—to 
Gutbrie and Larrey for the results in the wars 
of Napoleon, it is impossible to avoid being 
struck with the wide differences in the re- 
sults recorded. A difference not, in my 
opinion, to be accounted for by any superior 
efliciency in operative methods which the 
latter may have employed, although some- 
thing may fairly be attributed to this circum- 
stance. 

In reference to kinds and degrees, there- 
fore, a triple set of tables have been formed ; 
viz., 

1. Fractures into articulations. 

2. Fractures not involving the articula- 
tions. 

3. Favourable, doubtful, and unfavourable 
cases for treatment. 

The results of these are shown when 
treated under favourable, partially unfa- 
vourable, and unfavourable external circum- 
stances. 

These returns are calculated to show the 
results of those influences chiefly physical or 
mechanical. They have hitherto scarcely 
been estimated at their full value, except in 
extreme cases; and I am not aware of any 
similar attempt to prove not only the extent, 
but the relative degrees of their influence on 
a large number of cases, I cannot but be- 
lieve, therefore, that they will be found inte- 
resting, and of some practical value. 

That the different tables may be fully un- 
derstood, and their bearing upon questions of 
amputation appreciated, some explanatory 
definitions are required. 

1. By favourable cases for treatment, 1 
define those which give fair and reasonable 
hope of saving a useful limb. 

2. Doubtful cases, where the injury is so 
severe or complicated, as to make it a serious 
question how far the chances of successful 
issue may justify the attempt by treatment to 
save, even when it shall be determined that a 
useful limb may be the result, if recovery 


consisting of gunshot fractures without this 


ultimately take place. 
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Decidedly unfavourable cases, such as none 
but a disciple of Bilguer’s would think of 
attempting to save, where the limb is hope- 
lessly shattered and injured—the cases which 
have been defined by Le Dran, Faure, Le 
Conte, and nearly all succeeding surgeons, 
military and civil, as requiring immediate 
amputation. 

In relation to the external and collateral 


circumstances under which the cases were 
treated. Under the head favourable circum 
stances are comprised those cases received | 
within four or six hours into a well-ventilated | 
and efficiently-organised military hospital at 
& permanent station, with every essen- 


by saline and diaphoretic medicines, toge- 
ther with an occasional dose of blue pill and 
James’s powder. Reaction was carefully 
watched, and the development of any secon- 
dary inflammations, and the endeavour made 
to heal any febrile excitement by the aid of 
depletion ; and if any organic or local lesion 
threatened, local abstraction of blood and 
counter-irritation, with general remedial 
agents, were called in to aid. This was the 


| practice I directed as a general system in all 


the hospitals under my charge or superin- 
tendence both in Portugal and Spain. 

These tables are, comparatively, easy of 
formation; the influencing causes are palpa- 


tial advantage for treatment, where they re-| ble, tangible, material, and physical, in a 
mained until the issue of the case was deter-| great measure, both in their nature and 
mined and recorded. modes of action. But, proceeding onward to 

Under partially enflavcureble clevumstences | these influences, chiefly arising from the 
the cases were subjected to a few hours’ dynamic forces—evident in their results, yet 
more delay before admission, or to a sojourn too subtile in their action to be as distinctly 
of a day or two at a temporary station. | appreciated and as easily demonstrated—we 

Under unfarourable circumstances are class- are surrounded by difficulties. I woald 
ed those cases which were treated either in gladly have investigated them in such man- 
an imperfectly organised temporary hospital ner as to present equally positive informa- 
during the first critical period, or received tion; but all our much-lauded knowledge 
into the principal hospital when crowded, of physical laws, of mechanical structure, of 
and some epidemic prevailing; or, finally, the machine of the human body, miserably 
those subjected to a transport by sea or land fail us here, and we feel the necessity of 
after sojourn in a temporary field hospital. estimating their force and influence on the 


The influence of these different circum- tangible results, by faculties and means of 
stances are very distinctly demonstrated by | investigation more in harmony with the nature 
the statistical results. In the cases here | of the forces in action. 
brought forward, the treatment generally The influence of age, perhaps even of tem- 


was directed by the same mind, only varied | perament, might be reduced to figures; but 
in application to the circumstances, but un-| the latter especially is open to much doubt. 
changed in its principles. It does not, there-| The state of the mind, the moral constitution, 
fore, require any particular detail, and, of are so involved with what we term the tem- 
course, applies toallalike. Some few special perament, that it behoves us, in weighing 
circumstances I shall allude to at a tuture such subtile influences, to be wary how we 


period. 

I have merely to observe, therefore, that 
the operations were performed generally ex- 
peditiously, either by circalar or flap methods | 


reduce them to given and definite quantities, 
as we would so many legs amputated, with 
cure or death for result. 

They are, in truth, influences requiring so 


—almost invariably without the use of the | much judgment to determine truly their value, 
tourniquet—in my owa operations I have so open to debate,while any errors are so com- 
never employed such means; I consider it) pletely beyond the reach of detection by 
not only unnecessary, but mischievous and others, that decisions on such subjects must 
painful, causing a loss of arterial blood at all times either be taken blindly or rejected 
avoided when an assistant’s hand compresses altogether; an order of things peculiarly ini- 
the artery. In some few secondary amputa-| mical to scientific inquiry, or the advance- 
tions, where the parts were much diseased, a ment of medicine. I relinquished, with these 
— of moistened lint has been interposed | feelings, my original intention of including 
een the flaps or cut surfaces—otherwise | these circumstances in any statistical return, 
the edges were always brought accurately | With respect to age, 1 have already observed, 
together at the time, and secured by two or that a very large majority of the cases 
three strips of plaster—occasionally in flap! recorded were young men between twenty 
operations by two or three sutures, and the | and thirty. 
stump slightly dressed with a few folds of} Although I have forborne to offer any sta- 
bandage above. Cold lotion was subse- | tistical returns, reducing their influences to 
quently applied, and the dressings removed precise numbers, my opportunities of ob- 
on the fourth or fifth day. Union by first serving their effects have been too numerous 
intention in the entire extent was rare, not- ,to allow any doubt on my mind that they 
withstanding every precaution. The general ought to enter into, and in every case form @ 
treatment consisted in an opiate in the first part of the c-nsiderations which determine 
» and in clearing the bowels subse-| our line of treatment. A nervous and anxious 
quently, and acting geatly upon the secretions | temperament, with its general accompani- 
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ment, a fretful temper, or a bilious and de- 
sponding habit, are as certainly injurious in- 
fluences, as a sanguine and cheerful habit is 
a most valuable adjunct to all treatment ; 
and though, perhaps, too frequently lost 
sight of in estimating the chances attending 
different injuries, and the methods of treat- 
ment which art has provided, yet no one, I 
fancy, is pre to dispute the fact. Nei- 
ther is this point of importance, but to 
determine, if possible, the degree of influence 
they exercise, and whether this tells equally 
upon the injuries treated, and upon the ampu- 
tations at each of the three periods: my own 
conviction is, that they do not; that the ner- 
vous, anxious, and bilious habits are much 
more fatal to the primary and intermediary 
amputations than to the secondary ; that they 
tell less upon the original injuries than upon 
the two first classes of amputations ; but more 
upon the fractures, both in the first and second 
stages of their progress, than in secondary 
amputations; whereas a cheerful and san- 
guine habit always exercises its most salutary 
influence at first, and this more especially 
when the injury is treated than if the limb 
be amputated. But without facts, marshalled 
in numbers, and with the greatest care, I do 
not attempt to give these as fixed views; I 
give them but as impressions, formed upon 
no limited or careless observation, yet still 
vague, and, to a certain extent, unsatisfac- 
tory, as a means of convincing others. So 
mere opinions must always be, under such 
circumstances, as the estimation of influences 
intangible in their nature and mode of ac- 
tion, endhact palpable in their effects upon 
organic matter. 

If it should be admitted, however, that 
these opinions are well-founded, the inferences 
to be drawn from them, and their application 
in turning a nicely equipoised balance be- 
tween treatment and amputation in any of 
the periods, are sufficiently obvious, and do 
not require further explanation. 

Amputations I have divided, in reference 
to the periods when the operation was per- 
formed, into three kinds—primary, interme- 
diary, and secondary, On the necessity for 
this division, and its value, I will not at pre- 
sent enter. It will suffice here to say, that 
the primary including amputations performed 
before the supervention of local inflammation, 
or febrile action—say within twenty-four 
hours, although this period may sometimes 
extend to forty-eight—states of limb and 
system, not hours, determining the limit of 
this period. 

By intermediary amputations, I define 
those performed after inflammation and fe- 
brile disturbance is developed, and before 
these states subside, and the suppurative 
stage is fairly established; a period extends 
from the termination of the first to the twen- 
tieth day on an average. 

Secondary, all amputations performed at any 
time subsequent to the period las tdefined, 
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With these returns, and the explanatory defi- 
nitions of the various classifications adopted, 
I shall conclude for the moment. The result 
relating to mortality and proportionate num- 
ber of amputations required, are pre- 
sented in their most concentrated forms, I 
am unwilling to disturb the facile apprecia- 
tion of the general results. In the succeeding 
lectures I will recapitulate the chief facts, 
with such explanations and details in refer- 
ence to each class of returns, as will further 
elucidate the bearing of the whole. I will 
then, also, in each lecture, offer such consi- 
derations and argaments at length, as will, I 
trust, leave little room for doubt, using the 
numerical results rather as a coulirmation of 
opinions, the truth of which may be made ap- 
parent, independent of such conclusive aid, 
than as originating doctrines not otherwise 
sustainable. It is in this corrective and cor- 
roborative sense that I think the statistics of 
disease most valuable. 


(Fer Tables 1 & 2, see pp. 397, 398.) 
*,* The three other tables in illustration 
of this lecture, are unavoidably postponed 
until our next Number. 


INJECTION OF NITRATE OF 
SILVER IN GONORRHGA. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sin:—Should you appropriate a corner 
of your valuable Periodical to the insertion 
of the undermentioned, you will mach oblige, 
Sir, Foster. 


The treatment of the primary or inflam- 
matory stege of gonorrhora by the injection 
of a weak solution of nitrate of silver, is 
not, I believe, frequently practised; I have 
tried it with success, and without experi- 
encing any of the ill effects ascribed to the 
early use of irritating injections in gonor- 
thoea, which induces me to add my recom- 
mendation to this plan, The accompanying 
case occurred in a young maa of unusually 
irritable habit, and may not be interesting :— 
A. B. came to me with gonorrhoea three 
days after connection, Oa examination, I 
found the orifice of the urethra swollen and 
inflamed, the inflammation extending for 
some distance on the surface of the glans 
penis; slight scalding on voiding urine; a 
small quaotity of pus escaped from the ori- 
fice of the urethra, on pressure; to use the 
injection three times a-day (in the propor- 
tion of three grains of nitrate of silver to an 
ounce of water). 

On the following day inflammation less 
considerable ; complains of the injection 
causing much pain: to continue its use, 

On the third day, inflammation nearly sab- 
sided : to continue injecting. 

Fourth day, all inflammation disappeared : 
to omit injection. 


Seventh day, Continues perfectly well, 
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No. L—Return of Gunshot Fractures, Complete or Partial, not involving the Articu- 
lations, admitted into the General Military Hospital of San Telmo, from May, 1836, 
to June, 1837 ; showing the Results of Cases submitted to Treatment in the First 
Instance : to which are added, the Results of Primary Amputation in the same 
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Military Hospital of San Telmo, from May, 1836, to June, 1837 ; showing the Results 
of Cases submitted to Treatment in the First Instance: to which are added, the Results 


No. I1.—Return of Gunshot Fractures, involving Articulations, admitted into the General 


Zz 
g 
s 
& 
& 
Ss 


| 


| 


Aqenae 
aeuurg 


) 

| 


aqeinoavg 


aongs 


> 


rary 


| ‘oy ‘arg 


398 
4 TEI FE e*e*Z3 
4 2 2235 3 | 
ig 
| 
= 2 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 
INQUESTS IN MIDDLESEX, HELD 
BEFORE MR. WAKLEY, M.P. 


(RECORDED BY GEORGE I. MILLS.) 


MALA-PRANXIS IN MIDWIFERY, 


Soow after the freeholders had supplied the 
last vacancy in the office of coroner for this 
county, by the election of a president in whom 
were united the qualifications of an able sur- 
geon and a sound lawyer, a table of “ Instruc- 
tions” was issued from that office,* contain- 
ing, amongst other directions to the summon- 
ing officers, an announcement that notice of 
deaths should be given to the coroner “ in all 
cases where women had died during labour, 
or within a few hours after delivery.” The 
cases which are here recorded, illustrate both 
the propriety of this order, and the practice of 
the coroner in the class of inquests which fall 
under the above head; and they will, per- 
haps, at the same time, serve to convince all 
who read them, that such cases (as subjects 
of medico-legal inquiry) ought not to have 
been, as they hitherto had been, novelties in 
the coroner's court. That portion of the 
public which is usually sensitive without re- 
flection, at first professed to be shocked at 
the intention to hold inquests on such occa- 
sions. This prejudice, like some others which 
time has been left to combat, seems to have 
abated. It arose partly from misapprehen- 
sion of the extent to which the order applied, 
and partly from ignorance that mala-praris in 
midwifery was so unique, so covert, and so 
frequent, that it could be corrected by no 
measures less public and police-like. Medi- 
cal practitioners, who were experienced in 
the art of midwifery, and in the system under 
which it is pursued in humble life, were, I 
think, at once favourably impressed with the 
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tions of the presiding judge in the coroner's 

court. More striking testimony than is to 

be found in these cases that his education 

should have embraced medicine, does not 

exist in the entire range of facts supporting 

that doctrine. 

Applications for warrants to hold inquests 

on women who have died in labour, or soon 

after delivery, are not at once granted at the 

coroner's office in the western division of 
Middlesex, The discretion of the coroner is 

previously exercised in a private inquiry; but 

in the first case of this class which came u 

his notice, the inquest was waved by him, 
even after the substantiation of some serious 
allegations. He refrained from at ence com- 
mencing and enforcing a practice—altogether 
novel —the very mention of which had aroused 
prejudices which, though certainly likely to 
be only temporary, were yet strong and ex- 
citing. It was probable that some other 
such event would, unhappily, occur ere long, 
presenting an imperious claim upon the court, 
for which it was judicious, on behalf of the 
mis-alarmed portion of the community, to 
wait, then teaching an important and con- 
vincing lesson to that division of the public 
itself, at least in one sphere or district, 
This event soon happened, in the same spot, 
and in the case of the same midwife ; and the 
coroner remarked at the inquest, in repre- 
seating the circumstances by which he had 
been actuated, that had he, yielding only to 
his own convictions in establishing the new 
rule of court, held an inquest in the first 
case, he probably should not then have been 
holding an inquest in the second, 


Case 1 —At Norranott. 


Henrietta B——, landlady of a beer-shop at 
Wood-End Green, and, professedly, a mid- 
wife, a woman without education in any de- 
partment of life, excepting the domestic, was 
engaged to attend the wife of a neighbour- 
ing farmer in her confinement, and gave to 


new regulation ; and members of all standings 
in the profession probably only needed a few 
examples, such as are collected below, to 
establish with them an opinion that it was 
timely and judicious, 

Of the four inquests, the first and second 
belong to the same category ; the third is of 
a distinct kind. The fatal termination was 
protracted for several weeks. The fourth 


the court at the inquest, on the 19th of 
March, 1840, the following history of her 
proceedings :—On Sunday afternoon, March 
| 15th, at two o'clock, she first visited Mrs, 
G. (who had already borne 15 children, and 
whose age was 44 years) and found her 
“ very poorly, but without pains, though there 
was a great show.” Flooding came on at 
that time, for which the midwife applied 


presented circumstances at its origin which 
demanded inquiry, though the midwife bap- 
pily came unimpeached from the ordeal. The 
whole involve two important morals: one | 
relating to the medical care of poor paste- | 
rient females, and the influence of medico- 


napkins, steeped in vinegar and water; and 
being at last alarmed at the profuseness of 
the haemorrhage, wished to have the advice 
of a surgeon; but the patient—as Mrs. B. 
had often before attended her in labour, and 
as she (Mrs. G.) was ignorant of her real 


legal inquisitions on obstetric practice, in| condition on the present occasion—refused to 
which respect it is hardly too much to say have any one else in attendance. 


that law never presented a better gift to me- 
dicine. The other relates to the qualifica- 


* Lancet, Nov. 2, p. 206, 


The flooding increased, and continued up 
to the time of the birth, which took place at 
four a.m., on the next (Monday) morning. 
The pains had come on at two o’ » when 
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“the waters broke.” The midwife employed 
no artificial aid in the delivery. She had, 
the witness said, “a good time with this 
child,—the best that she had ever known her to 
have, so far as the absence of pain was con- 
cerned, The flooding continued after the 
delivery, abundantly, and the greater part of 
the placenta came away in pieces.”” The flood- 
ing persisting, the midwife began to think 
the patient in danger, aud called up the hus- 
band, who, at five a.m., sent his son to Har- 
row for Mr. Hewlett, who arrived at half- 
past six, one hour after the woman was dead. 
Just before death she was tired of lying on 
one side, and asked to be turned, five minutes 
after compliance with which she exclaimed, 
“Oh! I must die,” and breathed her last, 
The midwife had given her warm gin and 
water just after the birth, and said that her 
treatment was to keep the patient as cool as 
— The flooding after delivery was in 
large clots. After the delivery the patient 
“was very quiet, and complained only of 
being tired.” The midwife said that she 
had attended a great many labours in her life, 
but had only had one such fatal case before.* 
It was “ not her custom totake away after- 
births by force.” 

The only other witness whom it was re- 
quired to examine was Mr. Hewlett, who 
had attended the patient in a labour about 
three years ago, and visited the house after 
the death on the present occasion. Having, 
by order of the coroner, since made an exa- 
mination of the body, and heard the evidence 
of Mrs. B., he now pronounced the hamor- 
rhage to have been the cause of death. The 
statement of Mrs. B., that parts of the pla- 
centa had come away, was not correct. No 
portion of it had passed. Mrs, B. must have 
mistaken the clots of blood for pieces of the 
after-birth. Two-thirds of it were found at- 
tached to the uterus. To save life, the whole 
should have been removed by hand. The 
means employed by the midwife to meet the 
necessities of the case were in every respect 
inadequate. The jury were also informed, 
that the absence of pains mentioned by her, 
indicated that the birth should have been 
hastened, and that after that the placenta 
should—the flooding continuing—have been 
at once removed, the patient kept quiet, and 
cold and pressure assiduously employed. 
These measures, which a medical man would 
have directed, would probably have saved 
the patient, who was a most healthy woman, 
and fully competent to enact her share in the 
troubles of parturition. When Mr. Hewlett 


* This remark is constant with persons 
who are suddenly detected in mala praxis. 
Generally speaking, it is, of course, impossi- 
ble to do more than surmise the erroneous- 
ness of the statement. The present case was 
certainly the second of this midwife, her ad- 
mission being male after the fact was cogni- 
sant in the neighbourhood. 


arrived at the house of the deceased, and wit- 
nessed her condition, he inquired particularly 
for the placenta, for which the midwife pro- 
fessed to search, but could “no where find 
it;” and, according to her account, the por- 
tion of funis which had been withdrawn, was 
at once thrown behind the fire. Mr. Hew- 
lett accordingly conjectured that the greater 
part, if not the whole, of the placenta was still 
within the uterus. The post-mortem exami- 
nation confirmed this opinion, and established 
the expectation of the grievous ignorance and 
mismanagement of the midwife. Her desire, 
at an advanced stage of the case, to call in 
medical aid, though proper enough, was only 
a confession of her incompetency to treat the 
case at all,—a crime, considering the duty 
she undertook and the calling she had adopt- 
ed, which the good desire itself scarcely 
mitigated one point. 

The jury returned a verdict, that the de- 
ceased died “ from flooding of blood before 
and after labour, in consequence of the want 
of proper medical treatment.”” At the close 
of the proceedings the woman was called in, 
warned of her error, and of the legal conse- 
quences to which another verdict might have 
subjected her, and cautioned to abandon the 
title of “* midwife ;” whereupon she faithfully 
promised never again to attend a woman in 
labour, professionally,—a promise which I 
believe she has kept. 

The consequences to a large family, pro- 
duced by the loss of a most industrious 
mother, have proved very lamentable. The 
circumstances deserve the commiseration of 
the friends of humanity. 

The alleged confidence of the patient in 
the midwife, is not common among women 
who are attended by persons in the station of 
life of Mrs. B. Generally speaking, they 
are soon alarmed at the mal-proceedings of 
incompetent accoucheurs, and demand efli- 
cient aid, which frequently, however, those 
persons feel no inclination to grant, or only 
granttoolate. The influeace of the coroner's 
court in such practice must speedily be felt, 
where properly exercised, 


Case 11.—Saint Maryienone. 


The foregoing case presents an instance 
of deplorable ignorance. The following case 
affords an example of ignorance and obsti- 
nacy combined, which it is to be hoped is 
rare enough to be unique. 

Mary H-—, of Little Chesterfield-street, wt. 
38, wife of a man in very humble circum- 
stances, and mother already of eight chil- 
dren, obtained the presence of her sister, Ca- 
therine K.(a widow) as a nurse, and of Mrs, 
M. as a parish midwife, on Sunday night, 
October 18th, 1840, in prospect of her con- 
finement. The midwife attended at eleven P.™., 
and haviog said that labour would not yct 
come on, departed. The sister sent for her 
again at three o'clock on Monday morning, 


— 
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when she came, and stopped till after day- 
light, when Mrs. K. went to her work, leav- 
ing her daughter and the midwife in charge 
of the patient, everything up to that time 
having * gone on very fair.” Af eight rm. 
Mrs. K. returned, found the midwife present, 
and prepared to congratulate her sister on 
the birth, but found her expectation prema- 
ture, and so remonstrated with the midwife. 
With regret she also heard the patient com- 
plain, saying that the midwife had not pro- 
perly attended her, and desiring that a sur- 
geon should be sent for; but the midwife | 
refused to do “ anything of the sort, as she 
was quite confident,” she said, “ of her busi- 
ness, and would not be laughed at by a par- 
cel of doctors.” She insisted that the patient 
was “ going on very well.” 

Thus much was testified at the inquest on 
the 23rd of October, when the court, hearing 
the charge against the midwife, adjourned 
the proceedings to October 26th, giving direc- 
tions to the summoning officer to find the 
midwife, and to state to her that such an 
accusation had been made, and for the pre- 
seat put in abeyance, in order that she might 
herself be present, if she chose, at the in- 
quest. At the same time, an order was 
issued to Dr. Robert Boyd, surgeon of the 
infirmary in St. Marylebone workhouse—the 
case having been attended under a parish | 
order, and subsequently treated by Dr. Boyd 
—to examine the body, and report the ap- 
pearances at the next sitting. A summons 
was also issued to Dr. Gamble, who had 
also visited the patient.* 

On the reassembling of the court, on the 


dlesex—introduced into the practice of the | 
court by Mr. Wakley, which at first startled, | 
and was strenuously discountenanced and | 
combated by some magistrates at the police- | 
offices, and certain authorities in the caols — 
to suspend the proceedings whenever a 
charge of criminality is made before him 
against an absent person, until the party 
accused has had the opportunity of appear- 
ing at the inquest, and personally hearing 
the aceusation, If at large, the constable re- 
ceives directions to announce to the party 
the date of the adjournment. If in custody, 
the coroner issues an order to the gaoler to 
appear with his prisoner in court at the ap- 
pointed hour. I have not heard that the 
example has yet obtained opportunities of 
being followed elsewhere, but it assuredly 
will be followed, so soon as the coroners of 
England, generally, appreciating the justice 
and consistency of the practice, have occa- 
sion to adopt it. The legality and compulsory 
power of the coroner's warrant to gaolers and 
other police officers, to produce prisoners 
thus circumstanced, has been fully recognised 
by both the present and the last Secretary 


of State for the Home Department. 


the case was given. The pains, already 
very slight, ceased, she said, soon after 
8, a.m. on the Monday evening. Before mid- 
night they recurred, but uselessly. Alarmed 
at the delay, the patient frequently urged the 
midwife to send for a doctor, but in vain, 
(There was no flooding.) At length, at half- 
past two on Tuesday morning, the midwife 
delivered the woman of a male child (which 
lived and did well) by hand. The exhaus- 
tion of the patient was extreme ; and on her 
sister kneeling down to console her, the poor 
creature murmured that “she was a lost 
woman for want of a doctor, and would never 
rise up any more.” Still she urged for a 
surgeon to be procured, and still the vain, 
obstinate, ignoraut midwife refused. “ Kee 
easy, my good woman,” she replied, “ all 
will go well.” The patient had strong pains 
after that, the witness said, to reject the pla- 
centa, and the midwife also attempted its 
delivery, but without success; whereupon 
she said she declined to force it for a certain 
time, for fear of a flooding: but excessive 
hemorrhage ensued, Yet so little busy in the 
right place was she, that—turning from the 
patient (whom she had “ fixed,” and fomented 
with cold water and vinegar) after having 
handed the child to Eliz. H—, she had twice to 
be dragged from the infant, whom she began 
to tend and dress, to the mother. “ For 
God's sake,” said the indignant sister, 
“attend to the good woman, there is no fear 
of the child.” Trying the placenta from 
an hour and a half to two hours after the 
birth, the string broke in her hand. “ Then 
my sister is a losst woman,” said Mrs. K., 
as the midwife showed her a bit in her hand. 
Her efforts were continued, At present the 
flooding had become slight. Deceased, said 
the witness, in reply to a question from the 
court, “had been very restless; but by this 
time she had not strength to be restless, had 
lost her sight, and did not know those who 
were around her.” A chamber vessel of clots 
were said, by the witness, to have been seen 
by her to be brought away from the bed.* 
Again the midwife attempted in vain to ex- 
tract the placenta ; and then she said, for the 
first time, “ You must get me a doctor.” 
This was said two hours after the infant had 
been born. “ I must have adoctor ; send for 
a doctor.”"—*“ It is of no use now,” replied 
Mrs. K., “she is a gone woman :” but a 
“doctor” was sent for immediately, Tre 
hour of five, a.m. on Tuesday had struck. 
In half an hour Dr. Gamble arrived, and at 
once administered stimulants ; but before pro- 
ceeding farther, he dispatched a messenger for 
his friend Dr. Boyd, of the St. Marylebone 
Infirmary, whoreached the house at seven, a.m. 
* The truth of this the midwife denied at 
the inquest. No other allegation, if the gene- 
ral allegation of mala-praxis and judgment be 
excepted, was denied by the midwife in her 
explanation, subsequently, to the court, 
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_ The midwife had neither “ bandaged nor strap- 


the patient in any way.” This omis 
sioa Dr. B. supplied, aftere xtracting the pla- 
eenta ; but in half an hour, before he left the 
room, death closed the scene. The deceased 
had been a delicate woman, but was not the 
subject of ill health, All her previous chil- 
dren had lived. She had been attended in 


the latter labour by a Mrs. Moss, a parish | 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, 


The midwife, ha heard the whole of 
the evidence, was asked whether she desired 
to offer any remarks to the court before the 
jury considered what verdict they would re- 
turn, In reply she made the following 
Statement :— 

That she was sent for on Sunday night, 
Oct. 17th, between eleven and twelve o'clock, 
to attend the deceased. There was no symp- 


midwife, whose attendance had now craved; tom of labour, and therefore no necessity 
but paupers “cannot be choosers.” | her to stop. She was fetched again between 
Dr. Boyd testified, at the inquest, that the four and five, r.m., when she was still con- 
deceased, when he arrived, at seven, a.m., fident that deceased did not yet want a mid- 
was extremely low, without pulsation at the wife; but her friends were anxious that a 
wrist, and nearly insensible. There was medical gentleman should be fetched, to 
then no hemorrhage. He found hour-glass which she said, “ No, for he would laugh at 
contraction, at a short distance from the her for not knowing her proper business; the 
mouth of the uterus. He could introduce woman must wait until her pains came on ; 
only three fingers, and felt the placenta, no and that she (the midwife) would be the first 
ion of which protruded from the uterus. to send for one, if there was real danger.” 
e removed the whole immediately. The Between three and four on Monday her la- 
indications of severe Jooding were manifest, bour was first coming on, and very nicely ; 
though only one clot of blood, of the size of and she flattered herself that, if things so con- 
an egg, was found in the bed, and recovery tinued, deceased would soon be quite com- 
was evidently hopeless. At the examination fortable. The woman might have had halfa 
of the body (under the order of the court) he dozen pains then, but from that time she had 
found all the chief organs healthy, but blood- no more of any sort. On Tuesday morning, 
less, and the whole body bloodless and flaccid. between two and three o'clock, her labour 


The Coroner asked the witness what was 
the cause of death. 

Dr. Boyd hesitated to announce a decided 
opinion on the subject, though the evidence 
of Mrs. K. was read to him. 

I could ascribe the hesitation only to the 
fact that he had not personally witnessed the 
hemorrhage. Hesitation in such a case— 
the history and autopsy of the case being 
considered—evinces the doubtful character 
and estimate that are awarded very often by 
medical witnesses to the science that they 


profess. 

Dr. Boyd continued, that “he found only 
the bloodless condition of the organs as a 
cause of death, but that he had before him 
no evidence to account for that condition. 
He had known the woman in attendance as 
a midwife of the parish six years. During 
that time he was always satisfied with what 
of her conduct and practice he had seen.” 

By the Court: la flooding during parturi- 
tion, is it good practice to wait an hour before 
removing the placenta’? 

Dr. Boyd: Itis not. 


commenced again, in a proper manner, and she 


| then told the friends that now it was roper 


| time for her to have assistance. The friends 
wanted her to pull the woman about before 
the proper time. Her pains went on very 
/regularly, and she (the midwife) delivered 
her ofa child at about half-past three; it may 
have been a little later. As soon as she had 
separated the child, and given it into another 
person's hands, she examined the patient, 
and found an immense quantity of hamor- 
rhage, but not the quantity that Catherine 
had stated. She desired a pailful of 
cold water and some vinegar to be brought; 
applications of which she made instantly her- 
self; and if she had not done this, deceased 
must have been a dead woman before the 
doctor arrived. There was nothing at that 
time wrong atall. She understood that the 
woman used to have inflammation, and she 


| was therefore afraid to use pressure, and she 


did use none. When she found that the pla- 
centa would not come, namely, in about half 
an hour after delivery, and that there was 
contraction of the womb, she sent for the doc- 


The Court: From the state in which you | tor. There was no flooding after she used 
found deceased, are you ofopinion that medi- | the cold ablution. She did not send for a 


cal aid should have been sent for before? 
Dr. Boyd: is. 


doctor till the end of the half hour, because 
she did not choose to hurry herself; and it 


Dr. Gamble, being examined, said, that | was sometimes proper to wait longer thao 
attended befure Dr. Boyd. He thought | that. It was often requisite to wait for the 


that it was gross neglect on the part of the proper pains, as there is frequently more 
midwife not to send for medical aid as soon danger with the after-birth than with the 
as the hemorrhage came on; but whether child. She said she had nothing more to 
she omitted to do so from wilfulness, or from state, excepting that she thought that a fright 
an error ia judgment, he could noi say. He | which the deceased had sustained led to her 
was present at the autopsy, but an opinion death ; for otherwise it was as fine a labour 
on the cause of death he declined to pro-| as ever she knew. She had not before lost a 
patient in twenty years, She never thought 
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there was any danger until the haemorrhage | at a quarter-past nine, but found (the mid- 
came on, and that she stopped immediately ;| wife said at the inquest) that child 
and then she thought the placenta would | could not be born without the aid of the 
escape in a natural way, and therefore she | physician. But Mrs. P. then ceased her 


waited accordingly. | charge of the case, respectin 


Catherine K——, on cross-examination, said, 
that the application of the cold water and 
vinegar to the deceased was made directly 
after the birth of the child, when the hamor- 
rhage came on. 

jary, after a charge from the coroner, 
brought in the humane verdict of “ Death 
from misadventure, and not otherwise ;” ac- 
companying the verdict by a request that the 
court would admonish the midwife, before 
the jury, against. the very gross error of 
jodgment which she had committed in not! 
sending for medical aid at the time when its 
necessity was first so obviously indicated.” 
The midwife replied, that on such another 
occasion she should again act precisely as 
she had done on the present occasion. The | 
remark created a feeling of vexation and 
regret in the court, and was subsequently 
reported to the parochial authorities of St. 
Marylebone. 


Case ILL.—Saint Pancras. 


Mary C—— resided in a court near Totten- 
ham-court-road. On the eve of labour she 
sent one morning, at three o'clock, in the 
commencement of Sept. 1440—by virtue of 
a letter signed by a subscriber to the Royal 
Maternity Charity, in Little Kaight Rider- 
street—for Sarah P—— , a widow ,a midwife of 
that institution, of ten years’ reputation. Mrs. 
P. went at once, and stayed an hour, At 
seven a.M. she went again; then home to 
breakfast, and back at nine, when the labour 
had progressed a little, but very slowly. The 
pains continued, and the os uteri dilated 
sufficiently to allow the head to descend to 
the brim of the pelvis; but at half-past two 
the pains ceased, whereupon the midwife 
sent for Dr. Davis, physician to the charity. 
At three the doctor came, and found al! going 
on well. (The midwife's own history of the 


which she 
merely further stated, that Dr. Davis himself 


| came at midnight, and, at half-past two ig 


the morning, about twelve hours after the 
first of his three visits, or six hours after the 
head had protruded, freed the child from its 
imprisonment. The midwife saw the ex- 
hausted mother “ safe in bed,” and returned 
home at four a.™, 

For five weeks the patient survived the 
labour, but her condition compelled her re- 
moval to the infirmary of St. Pancras work- 
house, where she was admitted, professedly, 
on account of severe injury prodaced during 
parturition, and where she died in about a 
month; an application being immediately 
made to the coroner to hold an inquest on 
the body. The jury assembled at the work- 
house on the 14th of October, previously to 
which an order was issued to Mr, Erasmus 
Wilson, consulting surgeon of the infirmary, 
to examine the body, which he did in the 
presence of Mr. John Davis and Mr, East- 
cott, surgeon of the workhouse. 

Mr. Wilson stated, relative to this patient, 
that while in the infirmary the external organs 
were considerably swollen, oedematous, and 
painful; that her urine passed off inconti- 
nently, and the nurse fancied that she had 
seen fecal matter, which was, however, 
doubtful. Her strength and vital powers 
were much prostrated. She then, for about 
a week, appeared to rally; but es 
relapsed into a very feeble state, and died. 
Upon examining the external organs of gene- 
ration, it was found that the perineum was 
entire. The interior of the pelvis presented 
a large cavity, bounded, for three-fourths of 
its anterior circumference, by the natural 
boundaries of the pelvis ; viz., the bones, ob- 
turator muscles, &c., and behind by the rec- 
tum. The walls of this immense cavity were 
lined by a dark-coloured, sloughy lymph. 
On the left side, this enormous cavity ex- 


case.) She asked him if some ergot of rye 
would be useful, and he said that a third of 


tended upwards into the left iliac fossa, 
occupying its entire extent, from Poupart's 


a drachm, infused in boiling water, might ligament in front to the crest of the iliam 
be given, and so it was, between three and externally and the psoas muscle vwey Ay 


six p.m., but without effect, unless the recur- 
rence of pains at half-past six was owing 
thereto. Thereupon the physician was again 
summoned, and at seven re-arrived. The 
head was then ing towards the peri- 
neam. The doctor said that the patient 
would soon be delivered, and departed. At 
half-past eight p.m. the head was born, and 
the pains ceased, leaving “ the broad part 
of the shoulders at the narrow width of the 
pelvis ;"" but the midwife could not turn the 
infant ; therefore at a quarter to nine Mrs. P. 
begged the friends to run again for the doctor. 
But this time the doctor, unable to attend, 
was represented by two pupils, who arrived 


and was then prolonged onwards, behind t 

peritoneum and sigmoid flexure of the colon, 
through the lumbar region, and behind the 
| left kidney, to a level with the eleventh rib, 
terminating at a point about opposite the 
middle of the kidney. The size of this pro- 
longed canal was such that the arm might 
have been easily passed upwards to this point 
from the vulva, The superior cavity was 
filled with a soft, half-decomposed coagulum 
of blood; its walls were lined by a soft, 
sloughy, lark-coloured, and foetid lymph, and 
the whole of the iliacus muscle had been sof- 
tened and removed. On removing the in- 
jured parts, it was found that the whole 
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length of the urethra had been thrown off by 
sloughing ; that the meatus remained ; and 
there was a large, irregular opening, of about 
the size of half-a-crown, representing the 
neck of the bladder. The whole of the va- 
gina, with the exception of a small portion of 
its upper part, of a deep black colour, had 
been removed by the same process. The os 
uteri appeared also to have sloughed, pre- 
senting a ragged, irregular opening, without 
any trace of projection; and that into the 
wall of the superior cavity one of the sacculi 
of the sigmoid flexure of the colon had opened, 
from which a portion of fecal substance 


The pelvis was somewhat smaller than the 
average size of a fine pelvis, but decidedly 
not abnormally small. 

From this examination, Mr. Wilson ex- 
pressed his opinion that the deceased had 
died from mortification of the organs situated 
within the pelvis, caused by injuries received 
during parturition. 

Dr. Davis was in court, and stated that 
when he first saw the patient (at 7, r.m.) the 
symptoms threatened a very hard labour, but 
they were not sufficiently urgent to justify 
the use of instruments. At his last visit the 
head was “in the world.” The senior 
pupil, whom he had previously sent, he con- 
sidered to be a competent accoucheur ; but 
not feeling himself authorised to employ 
instruments, and considering, from the total 
cessation of travail, that the infant ought to 
be decapitated, he required the attendance of 
the doctor, having first waited from nine 
o'clock until midnight. Dr. Davis arrived, 
and soon removed the head, and in an hour 
and a half, that is to say, at half-past two in 
the morning, completed the birth of an enor- 
mously large child. He would not, he said, 
have adopted decapitation earlier, had he 
been present all the time, because the re- 
moval of the head would have deprived him 
of all power to turn and deliver, while hope 
remained without it. 

I may decline to offer any remarks on this 
cease of child-birth under the administration 
of a first class metropolitan midwifery insti- 
tution. Dr. Davis is an accoucheur of un- 
surpassed experience and judgment. He 
stated at the inquest that he had met with 
but two cases similarly protracted during 
twenty years of practice. 

The jury returned a verdict which ascribed 
the death to “ mortification, caused by the 
pressure of a child in a protracted labour.” 

The midwife came promptly and willingly 
to the inquest, and detailed her proceedings 
without any supposition that culpability 
could attach to them either by omission or 
commission. The verdict ascribed none. 


(Case next week.) 


ON CASES OF 


H £ZMORRHAGIC DIATHESIS, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Str:—In Tae Lancer of 31st October, 
you published a very interesting paper, by 
Mr. Lane, on transfusion, in which he briefly 
alluded to some cases of constitutional he- 
morrhage, and repeated the opinion, that the 
haemorrhagic diathesis is said to prevail only 
in the male sex, and that this tendency is 
sometimes peculiar to families. In corrobo- 
ration of this opinion, I have to solict your 
publishing the following cases of three bro- 
thers, with remarks. Two of these cases 
have occurred in my own practice within 
the last four years; and the third was the 
patient of Mr. Hooper, of Buntingford, Hert- 
fordshire,to whom I am indebted for a report 
of the case, which is especially valuable 
from the post-mortem re annexed to it, 
In justice to Mr, H., 1 must state that his 
report has been furnished from memory, his 
notes of the case, with other papers, having 
lately been destroyed by fire. As Mr. Lane 
has stated that cases of this sort are not 
very numerous on record, I hope these will 
be deemed worthy of a place in Tut Lancer. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Davip Burnes, M.D, 


4, Vernon-place, Bloomsbury square, 
Noy, 21, 1840. 


Case 1.—Mr. Charles ——, wt. 30, of 
slender frame, but possessed of great muscu- 
lar strength, became my patient in March, 
1837, having symptoms of enteritis, for which 
I ordered leeches to the abdomen, He de- 
clined being bled from the arm; and having 
informed me that he and other members of 
his family had a tendency to bleed easily, I 
applied six leeches over the seat of pain, on 
the left side of the umbilicus, which, with 
the other treatment, had the effect of instantly 
arresting his disease. During eight days, 
however, after the application of the leeches, 
blood continued to ooze, or flow if disturbed, 
from the wounds, Notwithstanding all my 
efforts to stop it, a spongy coagulam, the size 
of a small apple, twice formed over and ob- 
scured the bleeding points. This I allowed 
to remain for two days undisturbed, and en- 
deavoured to remove it cautiously by slicing 
it from above with the knife, and eventually 
succeeded, but ulceration of the surface and 
sloughing of the part followed; and he re- 
covered, after a vexatious confinement to bed, 
caused more by the remedy than the disease. 
In July this year, he being much inconve- 
nienced by a congenital phymosis, I con- 
sulted Mr. Liston as to the priety of 
relieving it by the knife; but Mr. L. sug- 
gested its being done by ligature, which he 


used without any bad effect. 
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Cast 2.—Mr. William ——, wt. 44 (bro- 
ther), of spare habit, in July, 1839, was 
seized with inflammation of the testis. I 
ordered the remedies usual in such cases ; 
and among others, four leeches to the scro- 
tum. Under this treatment the disease was 
speedily removed, but the oozing of blood 
from the leech-bites continued for several 
days, and so debilitated my patient, that I 
was glad, at the end of fourteen days, to ap- 
prove of his going to te to recruit his 
strength. At the end of a fortnight he had 
improved much, when, unfortunately, in the | 
act of opening a window, he pushed his hand | 
through a pane of glass, and cut his themb | 
on the outer side of the proximal phalanx, 
which bled freely, but was temporarily ar- 
rested by adhesive straps,Ac. In aday or two, 
inflammation of the hand supervened, and it 
became necessary to remove the straps, when 
bleeding again commenced, and continued | 
to ooze in spite of styptics, and other means 
employed by two respectable surgeons in 


attendance. Pressure on the radial artery, | 


or ligature of any kind, produced throbbing 


and great uneasiness. At this time his family 


being uneasy about him, brought him up to 
London, and he again became my patient. 
On his voyage home he was much inconve- 
nienced by the tremulous motion of the 
steam-vessel, which greatly increased the | 
haemorrhage, and rendered him exceedingly | 
irritable. I found him greatly debilitated, 
and almost blanched, blood still oozing freely, 
but never coming per saltum from the wound. 
1 removed every thing from it, and ordered | 
him to be kept in bed and starved ; pre- | 
scribed digitalis, ipecacuanha, and nitrate of 
potash, and kept the wound constantly wet 
with a lotion of spirit and muriate of ammo- 
nia. A clot formed, and after four days I) 
ventured to remove the outer portion of it, | 
without mischief: the bleeding had now | 
ceased, and the wound healed kindly in} 
seventeen days after his return to town, and | 
about twenty-four from the accident. On! 
another occasion, after having taken blue 
pill for three or four days, profuse hamor- 
rhage from the gums and nose followed, with | 
throbbing of the temples, Ac., requiring the 
immediate discontinuance of the medicine ; 
and on my again attempting to give a small, 
quantity of it, the same effects instantly 
supervened, 


(From Mr. Hooper's Notes.) 


Case 3.—Mr. John ——, wt. 25 (brother), 
ia October, 1827, while out shooting fell from 
his horse, and received a severe injury of the 
arm. On my seeing him the day after, I 
found the arm swollen, and exceedingly in- 
flamed over the course of the biceps muscle ; 
perfect integrity of the skin; and the fore- 
arm, from the elbow to the wrist, bruised, 
but from the latter he felt no inconvenience ; 


I thought that some of the fibres of the biceps 


were lacerated, the torture being excessive, 
especially on moving the extremity ; twelve 
leeches were ordered, and the bleeding to be 
encouraged by warm fomentations, and _ 
rients and other medicine to be taken. He 
observed, that there might be difficulty in 
stopping the bleeding, as the slightest scratch 
was always attended by profuse discharge, 
and he had nearly lost his life two years be- 
fore after the extraction of a tooth. The 
leeches were, however, applied, and I saw 
my patient again on the following day. I 
found that the hamorrhage had not been 
considerable until the swelling began to sub- 
side towards morning, when all the efforts of 
the attendants, by pressare, alum, flour, cob- 
webs, &c., were insuflicient te check it, and 
I applied the nitras argeati with success. In 
afew days he seemed quite relieved, was 
able to move his arm, and considered him- 
self quite well. I took my leave, but was 
again required to see him in three or four 
days, there being now swelling and consider- 
able redness on the front and inner part of 
the arm, over the belly of the biceps, and the 
long head of the tricep muscles, which be- 
came very painful; in a few days this sup- 
purated, and developed a small quantity of 
purulent matter: the discharge became daily 
thinner, mixed with arterial blood, was never 
salient, but constantly oozing with a thin 
serous matter. He at length sank from loss 
of blood; a consultation was held, but the 
family were unwilling that any operation 
should be performed, the haemorrhagic dia- 
thesis rendering the chance of saving our pa- 
tient very remote. 

Post-mortem Examination.—The arm ap- 
peared much attenuated ; the wound was not 
extensive ; a slough had formed in the centre 
of it, and had partially separated. On dis- 
secting the parts carefully so as to expose 
the vessels, | made an aperture in the arteria 
brachialis at the lower margin of the tendon 
of the latissimus dorsi. 1 introduced a probe 
downwards three or fourinches. There were 
numerous pellucid patches all over the artery, 
through which the probe could be seen, and 
the profunda superior and inferior and ramus 
anastomoticus presented similar appear- 
ances. There was an evident deficiency of 
the fibrous coat. This tends to corrobo- 
rate Mr. Wilson's opinion, that the hamor- 
rhagic diathesis arises from a deficiency in 
the contractile power of the arteries. I was 
assisted in the examination by my intelligent 
pupil, Mr. John Spark, now house-surgeon 
of the Norwich Hospital. One or two of the 
patient's maternal walls had the same diathe- 
sis. 

Remarks.—The inference drawn by Mr, 
Lane, that the hamorrhagic diathesis is pecu- 
liar to males, and is inherited by the mother’s 
side, is remarkably exemplified by these 
cases; the mother herself having had two 
brothers who had the hamorrhagic tendency, 
while neither she nor her four daughters 
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PLACENTA RETAINED AFTER ABORTION. 


shown the least disposition to it ; 
also to be noted, that in three other 
of these patients the peculiarity has 
been developed, and these have all 
their twentieth year. In cases one 
two, as in Mr. Lane’s case, the blood 
less disposed to coagulate than usual, 
the appearance of being mixed with 
Another peculiarity in both these 
the impatience, I may say the ir- 

ity, uced in both by any attempt 
ure: in both it caused throb- 
and great distress, and was 
abandoned. The fortunate re- 
No. 2, was, perhaps, to be attri- 


to be 
case 


2 


ted more to a spontaneous coagulation of | 


blood over the wound in a patient almost 
drained of the vital fluid, than to the means 
employed. 


RETAINED PLACENTA AFTER 
PREMATURE LABOUR. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Stra:—Should you think the following 
case of abortion, in which the placenta re- 
mained thirty-one days after the escape of 
the foetus, attended with an unusually apa- 
thetic condition of the uterus, likely to 
foterest the numerous subscribers to your 
Journal, I shall feel obliged by your giving 
it publication. I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

Cuarces Ray. 

Elizabeth-street, Eaton-square. 


Mrs. G., wtat 35, of natarally good health, 
and the mother of five children, believed 


herself more than three months pregnant did not seem to suffer materially; slight 


of the foetus passing, no coloured Auid es- 
caped with it, for it floated in about a piat 
of a healthy straw-coloured fluid resembling 
urine; nor was there after, or during the 
night, any flow of a bloody character. She 
described herself as relieved from the cold 
sensation and bearing-down after the pas- 
sage of the foetus, and felt much more her- 
self on the succeeding day, although no 
placenta had followed. Perfect quieture ia 
bed was enjoined, with cool and spare diet. 
Very little discharge flowed during the next 
twenty-four hours, and that only tinged 
with redness; but on the Saturday several 
small coagulated pieces passed, and at iu- 
tervals a considerable quantity of bloody 
Guid, fibrinous enough to stiffen the nap- 
kios,&c. This oozing of a perfectly inof- 
fensive discharge continued in an uncertain 
manner for the next week, sometimes almost 
colourless, at others strongly marked with 
blood, and every few days accompanied with 
small coagula, but at no time from the com- 
mencement was there the slightest expal- 
sory pain. Upon examination, per vaginam, 
on Oct, 2d, the morning after the foetus had 
escaped, the parts were so rigid that it was 
with great difficulty the os uteri could be 
traced ; this orifice was very slightly dilated, 
and felt firm and unyielding; no placenta 
had lodged in the vagina, nor could its po- 
sition be discovered. In ten days, another 
examination proved some alteration in the 
rigidity of the structures, which were then 
more flaccid, and felt softer to the touch ; the 
os uteri was dilated to about the size of a 
shilling, and was easily detected. As she 
objected very much to remaining in bed, | 
sanctioned her being loosely dressed, and 
sitting with her feet up; the general health 


oa the 20th Sept., when she went t» visit) weakness, attributable to the discharge and 


some friends at a distance from home; aod 
either from having eaten too heartily of some 
rich and unusual food, which disagreed 
with the stomach, or from travelling by rail- 


a less generous diet, was expressed; the 
bowels were kept gently acted on by mild 
aperients, and no other medical treatment 
was considered necessary. After three 


way for the first time, during which she | weeks, the discharge, which had remained 
expressed considerable alarm, she on re- without any foetor, seemed to disappear ; 


turning became extremely uowell, sick, and 
faint with lassitade,and had anextraordinary 
feeling of coldoess over the pubes, with 
@ slight bearing-down sensation. These 
symptoms, attended with trifling fever, con- 
tiowed for several days; and on Thursday, 
October Ist, as she was making use of the 
chamber vessel at bedtime, she stated that, 
without any pain, something suddenly passed 

her, which, on examination, proved to 
be a perfect foetus of about 54 months, with 
about an inch of umbilical cord attached. 
From its appearance, the foetus must have 
been separated from the mother about eight or 


and the characteristics of health, as regards 
the miod and body, retarned, although quie- 
tude, and a very light animal and vegetable 
diet, was persevered in. 

This apparent improvement continued 
during the fourth week, when, from some 
sudden domestic excitement on Thorsday, 
the 29th, a relapse of the haemorrhage oc- 
curred. The horizontal position was again 
enforced, and infasion of roses, with an 
excess of sulphuric acid and smal! doses of 
opium, was administered every four hours 
until the succeeding day, when all discharge 
of a high colour had ceased, so that she 


ten days, probably at the time of her execur- | again ventured apon the erect rectangular 
sion on Sept. 20th, as the epidermis was position, observing the least possible ex- 
elevated und flocculent over a dark red ertion. On Saturday, Oct, Sist, about 3, 
cutis, and the surface was in some situations | ¢. M., whilst rising from her chair, a sudden 
changed from its natural hue, At the time! rush of fresh arterial blood escaped from 
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ber, and continued flowing in a stream for | domestic duties she was accastomed to 
several mioutes, when syncope temporarily | fulfil. 

restrained the alarming and profuse dis-| Upon examining the placenta after its 
ebarge. Oa my visiting her shortly after-| removal, I noticed the fetal surface was 
wards, I was astonished at the large quan-| very pale, and appeared shrivelled, almost 
tity of massive, bright blood upon the floor, | as thongh it had heen preserved in spirit, 
besides a number of napkins, &c., that ap-| without any remains of the umbilical cord, 
peared entirely saturated; extreme faint-| whilst the maternal surface exhibited an ap- 
uess,with a death-like pallor, continued ; the | pearance of large healthy-looking granula- 
pulse was small, feeble, and irregular; and | tions of a rose-pink colour; about an inch 
she said a trifling, hot discharge seemed to of its upper portion seemed to have been 
jet forth at short intervals, Upon examina-| previously detached, and formed two small 
tion I found the os uteri much less rigid, irregular masses filled with dark venous 
and dilated to the size of about half-a-crown blood. Its weight soon after removal, with 
piece, the surrounding muscular stracture the little Quid that oozed from it into the 
was flaccid and wnresisting, and the flood- basin into which it was placed, was 3} oz. 
ing had stayed, but no placenta could be Dr. Blundell visited this patient twice with 
detected. It appeared remarkable that not me, during the second aod third weeks. 

the slightest pain was manifested through. 
out the whole period of the case; and I) 
aes noticed that no pain, sensibility, REPORT OF THE 

or shrinking, was evinced on any of the. 

occasions I had to explore the condition of GENERAL LUNATIC ASYLUM, 
the os uteri, NOTTINGHAM. 


Considering this frequent and profuse THIRTIETH ANNUAL REPORT, 


haemorrhage as attended with alarm, 1 de- | aan 

termined to hazard an attempt to dislodge It must be gratifying to the friends of 

the ae to humanity to observe the successful progress 

clock, @ scruple of freshly-powdered | numerous lunatic asylums established 

he dese every thronghout the country, with a view to the 


half hour, for tour times; at midoight this ; 
not having produced any evident advantage, treatment of the maladies of the insane, 


and the hwmorrhage continuing norestrained, These magnificent and enlightened institu- 
y gg pone of cold applications, plugging. tions of modern times, that, co-operating in 
+» I gave her a drachm of the tincture of 11. march of science in other departments, 
opium ; and in about twenty minutes after, tally alienated di 
endeavoured to ascertain satisfactorily the "ld out to the mentally alienated a jedi- 
situation of the placenta, and if possible to cious medical and moral treatment. How 
detach it from its connexion with the uteras. great the contrast between these trae hos- 
With much difficulty I passed two fingers pitals for the afflicted and the so-named 
through the os uteri, and immediately felt hospitals in which are still permitted to 
the placenta in its natural anterior situation, ist the Al t of ab . ot 
bat firmly attached within the fundus of the exist most jagran © 
uterus, and requiring cautious and con- Walls, stained with the cruelties of years, 
siderable digital exertion to effect its sepa- sigh in being required to yield to the inroads 
ration, whieh upoa removal proved to be of medical intelligence and humanity. 
establishments isthe General Lunatic Asylum 


meat, After my placing a bandage tightly xe : 
around the pelvis, and finding a cessation of of Nottingham, in which the humane system, 


hemorrhage, she took some gruel, and re- | 80 warmly advocated io this Journal, is ably 
quested to indulge the intolerable desire she pursued under the direction of Dr. Blake 
had for sleep, and remained quiet for io Mr. Powell. 

Mr. Enfield, the vice-president, in his 
nor had there been any pain; a slightly report of the institution, observes :— 
coloured discharge continued, the urine had The increased and increasing number of 
flowed freely, and only moderate tenderness the patients renders it necessary to provide 
existed. During the next few days she was in some mode additional accommodation, 
kept perfectly quiet, and upon a spare regi- and the subject will require early and careful 
men; the bowels were gently relieved, and consideration. 

with the discharge from the uterus a few! The religions services continue to afford 
coagula had passed. In ten days from this their beneficial influences. The average at- 
time, with the exception of debility, und a tendance ef the patients on divine service 
less vigorous countenance, she states hersel/ | during the year has been from 60 to 70, and 
to be recovered, and engages in most of the | of the servants from 12 to 13. 
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The large airing ground in front of the 
asylum has recently been improved by plac- 
ing garden chairs in several parts ; itis fre- 
quented by patients of the first and second 
classes at all times during the day, and by 
piuper patients in the evening after finishing 
work, and on the Sunday afternoons, aad 
occasionally at other times, 

Great good has resulted from permitting 
those who are recovering to visit their 
friends for a day ; many take walks into the 
country, and several have visited the Me- 
chanics’ Exhibition, but in every case with 
proper attendance. 

The improvement and the happiness of 
the patients continue to be materially pro- 
moted by providing them employment; the 
number regularly at work during the past 
year has been about 121, who have been 
ewployed ia the following manner :— 


MALes. 


Oat-door work 
Helpers in house and galleries .... 
Working in stocking frames 

in laundry..... 

in turner's shop .. 

as 


Femaces. 
Plain and fancy needle-work...... 
Seaming stockings 


Helpers in wards and house sounee 
Knitting stockings ....... 
Picking coir, hair, or wool........ 


The number of cures as compared with 
the number of admissions in the Nottingham 
Asylum, speaks in the most gratifyiog man- 
ner to the medical and domestic treatment 
of the patients (there having been, duriog 
the past year, 61 admissions and 47 dis- 
charges); and no one can visit the house 
without being struck with the cheerfulness 
and tranquillity displayed by the inmates, 
aod with the good order and cleanliness ob- 
servable throughout the establishment; nor 
can any one witness the discharges of 
patients wheo cured, without deeply feeling 
how large an amount of blessing is con- 
ferred by the institation. 

From the medical returns we quote the 
general statement of patients admitted, dis- 
charged, and now on the books, from the 
opening of the Asylum, on the 12th of Fe- 
bruary, 1812, to the 30th June, 1840:— 

Dismissed recovered ........628 

senate 

For irregularity of payment.... 1 

As unfit objects..... 16 

Escaped 

Taken out by friends ........162 


Dead 
Remaining June 30, under cure 53 
Ditto, considered incurable ...101— 154 


Total admitted and treated......1442 


Of the 174 deaths, 8 were caused by sui- 
cide, but none within the last seven years, 

The annual obituary table for the preced- 
ing year, ending June 30, 1840, affords many 
points of interest, particularly in the obser- 
vations appended tu each case, 

No. 1, male, aged 20; admitted Dee. 19, 
1837; died, July 8, 1839; epilepsy.—The 
subject of this case was epileptic from in- 
fancy, the disease increased latterly, and at 
length terminated life; the brain was found 
highly congested, with considerable effusion 
in its ventricles, 

No. 2, female, aged 30; admitted Aug. 5, 
1839; died, Aug. 10, 1839; extensive dis- 
ease of the uterine organs.—Intrumental de- 
livery was resorted to in this case previous 
to admission, in consequence of extreme 
deformity, which caused extensive sloagh- 
ing of the paris concerned, under which she 
sunk five days after admission into the 
asylum. 

No. 3, female, aged 40; admitted June 
26, 1839; died, Aug. 18, 1839; disease of 
the brain, brought on by continued intempe- 
rance.—Thbis individual was emaciated to the 
last degree previous to her admission ; she 
was also exceediogly violent, and obsti- 
nately refused food; she was the wife of 
the subject of the case marked No. 6. 

No. 4, male, aged 24; admitted Jaly 22, 
1829; died, Sept. 3, 1839; exhaustion.— 
This state was in a great measure brought 
on by extreme poverty, and was so far esta- 
blished previous to his admission, that no 
treatment seemed to induce any amendment, 

No, 5, male, aged 40; admitted Aug. 14, 
1839; died, Nov. 17, 1839; structural dis- 
ease of the brain. —This patient was subject 
to epilepsy, and died in a fit; he complained 
of pain in the right side of his head, for 
which local depletion and general remedies 
were prescribed, but without material re- 
lief. On inspection, general softening and 
suppuration were found in the right lobe of 
the cerebrum. 

No.6, male, aged 45; admitted Dec, 25, 
1839; died, Jan. 23, 1840; exhaustiou,— 
Was in an apparently dying state when re- 
ceived from the workhouse, aud was only 
kept alive so long by great care and appro- 
priate nutriment, 

No. 7, male, aged 43; admitted Sept, 15, 
1830 ; died, Feb. 6, 1840; structural disease 
of the brain. —This was a case of remittent 
mania of long standing, to a paroxysm of 
which he fll a victim; depletory means 
were in vain resorted to. The arachnoid 
membrane was found to be opaque and 
thickened, and @ quantity of pus coveriog 
the cerebellum, 


1 
1 
f 
| 
| 
| 
aA 
a 
| a 
ti 
b 
fe 
a 
li 
| a 
it 
I 
st 
ti 
th 
st 
al 
in 
at 
le 
th 
ve 
to 
hl 
nm 
tr 
m 
fr 
m 
in 
al 
| 


NOTTINGHAM GENERAL LUNATIC ASYLUM. 40 


No. 8, female, aged 30; admitted April 26,) haustion must be the result, generous diet is 
1838; died, March 8, 1840; paralysis.—| indispensable, indeed to it we must look as 
Was paralytic of the right side, consequent! our sheet anchor, without which moral and 
on apoplexy, on admission. The paralysis | physical treatment would often be unavail- 
gradually extended to the whole body before ing. The question of the diet best suited to 
death, which must have occurred much | lunatics is one which is naturally interesting 
sooner than it did, but for her nutritious | to the public, inasmuch as it is necessarily 
diet, and the effects of the water bed. more expensive than that given to ordinary 

No, 9, male, aged 70; admitted March 4, paupers, and, as we have ever advocated 
1840; died, March 15, 1840 ; exhaustion.— | the absolute necessity of such a difference, 
This old man refused obstinately to take | we are proud to be enabled to quote a pas- 
food for a considerable time previous to sage from the last report of the Hanwell 
admission, the consequence of which wasa|Asylum practically confirmatory of our 
state of emaciation which no means had any | views. The sickness and mortality had 
power to correct. been so great there, that Dr. Conolly, the 

MEDICAL REPORT, present enlightened physician who directs 

We feel much satisfaction in publishing | that vast establishment, found it necessary to 
the medical return of this asylum for the | recommend that a considerable increase 
past year, as we confidently hope that, when ‘should be made in the diet of the patients 
the number of incurable cases which have | under his care, and the following is the para- 
uoavoidably accumulated during a period graph explanatory of the result of his jadi- 
of twenty-eight years is considered, the pro- cious advice :— 
portion of recoveries, and comparatively few| * “The general appearance of the patients 
deaths which have taken place, will appear at Hanwell, the striking improvement which 
satisfactory to its governors, | takes place in many of them in a month or 

In our report of last year we ventured to! two after admission, and the entire absence 
allude to the baneful consequences Which | of epidemic sickness during the autumnal 
arose from the delay which was usually al-| quarter, in which these disorders of the sto- 
lowed to take place in sending lunatics to mach and bowels are most prevalent, to 
asylums, by waiting until they become dan-| which lunatics have been considered parti- 
gerous ; the common result of which is, that cularly liable, may, perhaps, be looked upoa 
a state of incurable constitutional exhaus- as so many indications that the present diet 
tion, or structural disease of the brain, isesta- and regimen are conducive to the general 
blished, in a great number of instances, be-| health and comfort of the patients. By the 
fore suitable curative means are resorted to,| same means it is hoped that they may be 
and we regret to have to remark epon and guarded from many forms of illness, arising 
lament the continuance of this grievance ;| from the lowered condition of the circula- 
a reference to our obituary table will point tion and other functions which seem to be- 
vut the very short period which some of the long to every variety of insanity, and pre- 
cases were in the asylum previous to death, served from many bodily irritations and 
it will also show the incarable nature cf the some mental dissatisfaction unfavourable to 
complaints to which they all fall victims, secovery. These considerations cannot be 
It is, however, highly pleasing to us, not- lost sight of in a lanatic asylum, and espe- 
withstanding such discouraging circum-| cially in the regulation of the food of the 
stances, to be enabled to request the atten-| patients; a lunatic asylum is an infirmary, 
tion of the governors and of the pablic in| of many of the inmates of which the hope of 
general to the very low rate of mortality io | recovery is never abandoned; whilst all are 
the Nottingham Asylum, as well as to the visited with severe affliction, of which their 
general healthy state of its inmates; no in-| becoming dependant on pauper allowance is 
stance of death arising from fever or bowel only one of the consequences. The claim 
affection, so prevalent in some asylums, hav-| upon society is consequently different from 
ing occurred during the last nine years. We | that of the ordinary description of paupers.” 
attribute this happy immunity to the excel- Agreeable and appropriate exercise both 
lence of the interior economy of the house, to of the mind and body stand next amongst the 
the generous and wholesome diet of the! principal means for the cure or relief of 
patients, and, though last not least, to the | mental aberration; these we have endea- 
very abundant supply of water, as well as| voured to diversify as much as the nature 
to the effective drainage of the whole esta-| of one establishment, and the peculiarity of 
blishment. We allude to this subject the | the individual cases would admit of, and 
more willingly, as the mortality in the me- | generally with the most encouraging results, 
tropolitan asylums occupies the attention of |It has been, at the same time, our most 
medical men at this moment,and is discussed | anxious wish, in the course of our treat- 
freely in Tue Lancet, a highly-respectable | ment, to use the least possible personal re- 
medical periodical. straint; for although we continue to regard 

We have always held it as a maxim that, - 
in the great majority of insane cases, in| * Vidg Fifty-first Report of the Hanwell 
almost ail of which, more or less bodily ex-| Lunatic Asylum, page 34 and 35, 

No, 902. 2E 
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the “ total abolition of all restraint” in the 
cure of insanity as altogether an “ Utopian 
posal,” yet our experience has long ago 
us to the conclusion, that the necessity 
for its application is comparatively very 
rare. 

By the personal restraint which we some- 
times deem indispensable, we mean the 
restriction, more or less, of some of the 
motions of the body, or its members. We 
are thus explicit in our explanation of what 
we comprehend by personal restraint, io 
order that what we allude to may be well 
understood, a very influential authority bav- 
ing designated it “ protection ;” and as we 
are also apprehensive that under such a 
mild appellation its application might be 
abused, and thus lead toa return to the old, 
but now happily exploded, system of con- 
tinued coercion, we further think it expe- 
dient to state, that experience and attentive 
observation have both tended to strengthen 
the conviction which we expressed in our 
report of last year, namely, that judicious 
restraint will not unfrequeatly be fonod a 
most powerful engine in the moral treatment 
of insanity ; and further, that cases do occa- 
sionally occur in which it is impossible to 
dispense with it without exposing the pa- 

tient to imminent danger. 

Anprew Biake, M.D., 
Physician to the Asylam. 

Tuomas Poweit, 
Director and House Surgeon. 
In concluding our notice of this report, 
we most earnestly call the attention of the 
medical officers of this establishment, as of 
lunatic asylums generally, to the necessity 
of keeping a careful note of all the circum- 
stances, indicating an apparent necessity for 
restrictive measures, their length of appli- 
cation, and their effects. We are perfectly 
satisfied to leave the administering of that 
potent medicine—restraint—in their hands; 
but let them regard that trust as a sacred 
one, and as one admitting of more abuse 
than any other medical remedy. Restraint 
should under no circumstances whatever be 
used in the absence of the medical officer, 
any more than we should leave the adminis- 
tration of opiam, or the use of the lancet, 
to the anskilled in medicine, nor, in truth, 
to the young practitioner of our art, without 
the supervision of his seniors. The aboli- 
tion of all restraint may be an Utopia, but it 
is an Utopia very much to be desired; and 
if, in a few solitary instances, it may not be 
the best method of treatment, it is the best 
ia the majority. If it, indeed, be an error, 
it is to be recollected that it errs on the side 
< universal right, of justice, and of huma- 

ty. . 


London, Saturday, December 12, 1940. 

Dr. Conoity, after the experience of 
twelve months, and after having treated 
1008 lunatics without resorting to any of the 
forms of bodily coercion im use down to the 
present time, makes the gratifying statement 
in his last report, that “it has thus far been 
“found practicable to control every variety 
“of case, without any fatal accident or 
“serious outrage having occurred.” A 
similar statement was made at the last meet- 
ing of the Middlesex magistrates; among 
whom Dr. Conoty, the humane system, and 
the visiting justices, have some severe critics, 
not to say enemies. The Rev, Mr. Trimmer 
placed himself at the head of the attack, and 
led it witha candour, knowledge, and sanguine 
humanity, which are alike creditable to the 
man and his sacred calling. The holy black- 
clothed gentleman entirely disapproved of the 
system of non-coercion. There had been one 
case of suicide ; two had attempted suicide wn- 
successfully ; a patient had destroyed himself a 
very short time afler his discharge; several 
of the patients Aad torn their clothes; and 
“ the want of proper restraint on the patients 
“had given rise to a considerable increase in 
* the number of BROKEN PANES OF GLass ! !” 

Mr. Turk replied, that the hon. and rev. 
magistrate’s charges were founded upon very 
imperfect information. Mr. Sergeant Apams 
explained some, and denied several, of his 
facts; the number of deaths had diminished ; 
the number of recoveries had increased ; the 
patients had been unchained ; but the reve- 
rend combatant was dissatisfied ; and, in the 
fervour of declamation, and with a sublime ap- 
preciation of the value of facts, threw “ the in- 
“crease in the number of broken panes of 
“ glass” into the opposite scale. Mr. Gispon 
bore testimony, also, to the truth of the state- 
ment as well with regard to the increased de- 
struction of glass as of clothes. He believed 


that the visiting justices were kept in utter 
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ignorance of many of the proceedings within 
the walls of Hanwell ; some of the patients 
had been kept in dark rooms for months 
together ; and others had been allowed to re- 
main for a length of time in a state of naked- 
ness. Mr. Ginpon is a layman; he there- 
fore emphatically added that he did not stand 
there as the advocate of coercion ; Ae consi- 
dered it to be an excessive evil, and he was 
anxious to give the humane system a fair 
trial. 
The Rev. Mr. Trimmen is not the only 
clerical advocate of coercion in the county. 
ls there no Christian clergyman on the bench 
of Middlesex magistrates to sanction under- 
takings that are stamped with humanity, in 
the name of Him who, according to the gospels 
of the church, delivered so many maniacs 
from fetters, and so often disarmed the devil, 
mapness, by a word, a look—the resistless 
power of ineffable benevolence ? 

Mr. Sergeant Apams, in replying to the 
coercionists, justly stated, that suicide is not 
an unfrequent occurrence in asylums where 
restraint ia pushed to the greatest extent ; he 
denied that the committee were kept in igno- 
rance, they were well aware of every thing 
that had occurred; and with regard to the 
declaration about dark cells, he begged to 
say, that at Hanwell there were no dark cells, 
The chaplain and two house-surgeons differed 
from Dr. Conoiry ; and while Dr. C. was 
confined to his bed with an attack of rheu- 
matic fever, these things were reported to 
have taken place. When the committee 
were assembled, Dr, Conotry came into the 
roum, and upon hearing of what had been 
done, he looked aghast, and declared that 
such proceedings had been without his order. 
Seclusion, not in a dark, but in a darkened, 
cell, out of which the full glare of light 
was shut, was a part of the treatment in 
certain cases ; the rooms were not, however, 
so dark but that any person who had been 
in them for five minutes might read a news- 
paper. If the county were ignorant of the 
transactions referred to, who, he asked, was 
toblame? Why, it was the fault of no other 
persons than the two house-surgeons and the 


chaplain, who had neglected to comm unicate 
the circumstances to the superintending medi- 
cal officer, 

The learned Chairman triumphantly exone- 
rated Dr. Conoity from one part of the 
charge; but how did it happen that Dr, 
Conotty and the committee, after having 
deliberately resolved to give the humane sys- 
tem a fair trial, retained the services of sub- 
ordinate officers who were entirely opposed to 
that system in its principle and details ; and 
who, not satisfied with reporting, created 
difficulties and revolting scenes, to report to 
members of former committees of visiting 
justices? It is quite evident that the humane 
system can only be carried out successfully 
by house-surgeons, chaplains, matrons, and 
keepers, who believe in its efficiency as firmly 
as the superintendent. 

In the present state of the question, what 
every one would desire to see, would be 
report of the present condition of lunatics in 
public asylums, by some impartial, sagacious 
observer. Sergeant Avams, with a zeal and 
devotion to the cause which cannot be too 
much commended, voluntarily undertook this 
task, and related, in his speech, several 
authentic facts, the result of his own investi- 
gations. His peculiar qualifications for the 
office were evinced by the exposure of the 
violence and fraud practised or attempted at 
| Bethlem Hospital, 

He had seen, within the last fourteen days, 
aman in heavy manacles: it was in an asy- 
|lum which he had visited on the recommend- 
ation of an acknowledged advocate of mild 
restraint. He had been sent, by a gentle- 
man of great benevolence, to another asylum, 
which was said to be well conducted, There 
he saw three young women lying, bound fast 
down to their beds, with their hands fastened 
through rings, 20 that they were utterly ince. 
pable of moving. Their arms were black and 
blue. Such treatment was called a mild re- 
straint. He had seen, too, a man manacied 
by the legs, so tightly as only to be able to 
shuffle along the floor ; in which state he had 
been for ten years. In another asylum, ia 
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to be practised, he had seen taco men, who 
had been chained to their beds for four years 
and a half: the one for having struck his 
keeper ; the other, because it was said he 
had stabbed a man. He had no hesitation 
in naming the asylums: the one was in the 
Isle of Wight ; the other at Maidstone, in 
Kent. At the latter asylum he had also seen 
a female fastened into what was termed a 
coercive chair, with a cuirass of thick leather 
round her body, so tightly bound that as she 
moved it creaked. Herhands were pinioned 
before her; and on his asking her if she 
would like to be released, she answered that 
she should be grateful if her hands were to 
be freed. There were also between twenty 
and thirty others who were in different sorts 
of manacles, for acts of mischief. When he 
had first become a visiting justice of the Han- 
well Asylum, and the system prevailed which 
a magistrate had so much praised, he had 
found no fewer than thirty or forty patients in 
coercive chairs, ali fastened to the floor of the 
rooms, with holes pierced in them to render 
the removal of the unfortunate occupants unne- 
cessary for any domestic purposes! He had 
visited the asylum at Northampton ; and now 
read a letter relating instances of rigorous 
coercion. He read a similar letterrespecting 
Wakefield. There was another asylum, 
where, six years ago, there were thirty or 
forty patients strapped to coercive chairs, 
having holes bored in their seats, underneath 
which ran a stream of water, for the purpose 
of carrying away the excrement of the un- 
happy victims of the system. The present 
governor had very considerably reduced the 
number of these chairs. It is gratifying to 
learn that the governors of the Montrose, 
Leicester, and Gloucester Asylums, have 
declared in favour of the humane system ; 
and resolutions have been passed in its favour 
in Cornwall. 

A revolting example of the treatment of a 
patient in Bethlem was related by Mr. 
Tou, in Tue Lascer of Nov. 2ist, page 297. 
His name was Fransome ; he was in a mani- 
acal state, but had occasional glimpses of 
coherency, and was able to understand the 
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commiseration expressed for his condition, 
Upon opening the door of his cell, a loath- 
some smell drove the visitors back ; Mr, 
Tok could scarcely enter it; the place was 
as bad as the filthiest dog-kennel. The 
lunatic’s hands were manacled; he was 
chained to the bed, and could only raise 
himself partially by twistiog his body. The 
keeper said that he was never taken out, 
but lay in his filth until the straw was 
changed. It appeared from the house-sur- 
geon’s books (on which, however, a subse- 
quent investigation showed no dependance 
could be placed), that the poor wretch had 
been left to rage and rot in his cell by the 
humane authorities of Bethlem for a period 
of sixteen weeks, 

Sir Perea Laurie talked very loudly 
against the system of seclusion adopted at 
Hanwell, with what jastice we do not stop 
to inquire, when Mr. Tuck and Mr. Ser- 
geant Apams reminded the knight of an atro- 
cious case of seclusion in utter darkness at 
Bethlem, where A. B., “a man of educa- 
“tion, acutely sensible of his situation, ra- 
“tional upon many subjects, delicate frame, 
“and infirm in health,” was lodged twelve 
days, and perhaps longer, ia a cold, gloomy 
cell, upon the basement, with a stone floor, 
and a drain in the centre; the window was 
unglazed, and closed, “to keep out the 
weather.” Mr. Tork could not perceive a 
crevice or a streak of light. The prisoner 
had been promised some delicacy for dioner, 
had been deceived, and laughed at; when, ia 
a moment of irritation, he attempted to 
strike the steward, who immediately con- 
signed him to solitary confinement, not in 
his room, but in the miserable cell which 
has been described. 

The most remarkable features in the case 
are the omission of A. B. in the nightly re- 
turns of all (?) patients under restraint ; the 
jesuitical report of Dr. Monro, Dr, Mort- 
son, and Mr, Tuomsos ; and the insolently- 
false assertion of the committee, that there 
was “ no foundation whaterer ” for the state- 
ment of Mr. Tuck and Mr, Sergeant Apams. 
We have deemed it right to draw up the 
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REVIEW OF MR. QUAIN’S WORK. 


preceding sketch of the present practices 
in some of the public lunatic asylums which 
are considered to be the best managed. We 
believe that the picture is not over-coloured; 
and the sagacity with which Mr, Sergeant 
Apams detected the shuffling evasions of the 


officers of Bethlem, is a guarantee for their 
general accuracy. The question now is, Are 


the lunatic asylums to remain as they are? 
Are the hardships of the insane inevitable ? 
Or can their lot be essentially ameliorated? 

Our own convictions are confirmed by the 
ingenious suggestions of our correspondent, 
“ Poitacernes,” to whom the science and art 
of medicine are equally indebted; by the 
report of Dr. Conotty ; the practical remarks 
of Mr. Stiuwett; the hamane comments 
of and the communica- 
tions of “ A Looxer-on,” Mr. Hit, and 
Dr. Cnarteswortu; and Dr. Cooxson 
must also be named, for next ia merit to 
those who originated the nor-restraint” 
system, are those who honestly and candidly 
watch, report, and criticise its progress. 
Dr. Cookson saw a narse’s finger broken, 
and that is a very different affair from the 
Rev, Mr, Taimmer’s fractured “ panes of 
glass.” 

Mr. Sergeant Apams and Mr. Tock did 
not visit the large private asylums for pau- 
pers in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, 
where the mortality is double the mortality 
of the smaller private establishments. We 
have the reports before us of the St. Pancras 
committee, of which Mr. Wiison was chair- 
man: they fully explain the tremendons 
loss of life, which induced some our cor- 
respondents to suspect that the number of 
deaths had been exaggerated in the official 
returns made by the proprietors to the Metro- 
politan Commissioners. 
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The Anatomy of the Arteries of the Human 
Body, with its Application to Pathology 
and Operative Surgery; in Lithographic 
Drawings, with Practical Commentaries, 
By Ricuarp Quatx, Professor of Ana- 
tomy in University College, and Surgeon 
to University College Hospital. The 

. Delineations by Joseru Mactutse, Esq., 
Surgeon. Parts I. and II, London: Tay- 
lor and Walton, 1840, 

Tuts work of Mr, Quain is by far the most 

valuable contribution to the science of medi- 

cine that has been presented to the profession 
for some years. It is designed by its author 

“to lay before the stadent and practitioner, 

by means of accurate delineations and a 

record of the peculiarities observed in nume- 

rous cases, a correct history of the blood- 
vessels, arranged especially with a view to 
its bearing on practical surgery.” 

Ia this object, if we may judge by the 
two parts already published, it is likely pre- 
eminently to succeed. The drawings are 
exceedingly correct, obviously made from 
ably dissected subjects, and convey the his- 
tory and relations of the various parts to the 
understanding of the observer at the first in- 
spection. A work of this kind bas long been 
adesideratum in medical science. Tiede- 
mann’s great work, the only modern collec- 
tion of plates illustrative of the arterial sys- 
tem, and within the reach of the practitioner 
and the student, is deficient in that princi- 
pal character, that renders Mr, Quain’s work 
so traly valuable as a practical guide ; 
namely, the relative anatomy of the arteries 
to the veins and nerves, and surrounding 
structores, With these plates befere ns, 
we are, as it were, instinctively guided to 
the proper situation for securing the artery, 
and, at the same time, receive a forcible 
warning of the dangers to be encountered 
in that proceeding. 

Bat while we are thus dilating upon the 
merits of the drawings as illustrative of the 
anatomy of the regions which they represent, 
we feel that it would be anjust to Mr. 
Maclise to pass over the talent which he 
has exhibited in their delineation. The po- 
sitions are well selected ; the chief featares of 
the dissection brought prominently forward 
so as to meet the eye ; their clearness of defi- 
nition is ably maintained, and the secondary 
parts are sketched in with taste and judgment, 
If we were to select an illustration of these 
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merits, we should point to Plate 3, which is 
an admirable representation of a superficial 
dissection of the side of the neck, showing 
the arteries alone; or to Plate 9, ia which 
is delineated the internal maxillary artery, 
with the distribution of its branches, and its 
relation to neighbouring parts. In Plate 8, 
the artist has not been quite so successful ; 
the muscles look coarse and ragged, and the 
small! branches of the arteries scattered and 
distorted. 

Plates 5,6,and 7, represent the different 
varieties of the commencement of the aorta, 
as relates to its level in the thorax, its 
course, and its branches. In the Practical 
Commentaries accompanying the plates, 
Mr, Quain observes,— 


MR. QUAIN ON THE ANATOMY OF THE ARTERIES. 


position or height within the chest, and the 
single case of transposed aorta accompany- 
ing transposition of the viscera.” 

The varieties in the number of branches 
given off from the arch of the aorta are very 
numerous, and are represented in twenty- 
six figures, in Plates 5 and 6, Indeed,“ so 
numerous are the forms of deviation from 
the standard condition, that,” says Mr. 
Quaio,* some arrangement or classification 
is indispensably necessary.” 

“ The variations included in the first class, 
namely, those ia which the primary branches 
are concerned, affect— 

“a The situation which the vessels occupy 


on the arch. 
“b The contiguity of the branches one to 


| another (in both of these cases the vessels 


“The most frequent changes of the arch, | Petain the order in which they usually take 


independently of slight varieties of shape, 
take place in its position with refereace to 
the upper part of the walls of the chest. Its | 
top or highest part is usually somewhat less_ 


than ao ioch from the upper margin of the 
sternum. 

* Figure 1 is taken from a body in which 
the arch was exactly opposite the interval 
between the first and second dorsal verte- 


bra, and but a little below the level of the 
In figure 2 the arch is 


top of the sternum, 
seen to be deeply placed in the chest, its 


upper margia being as low as the middle of | 


the fourth vertebra. 


| ed to four. 


their origin), 

“e Their namber, relative position, aod 
arrangement, 

* The primary branches may be decreased 
from their usual number to two, or augment- 
There is no example with which 
Lam acquainted of a greater extent of de- 
parture from the usual number than those 
here stated, with the exception of two cases, 
in which it was increased to six.” 


The second class inclades,— 


| Cases in which ene or more Secondary Branches 


usually given from the Subclarian Artery 
take origin directly from the Aorta. 


“The ascending part or right side of the | ,, 


arch, it is we!l known, is separated by only 
a smal! interval from the sternum. The fol-| 


lowing fact may be mentioned as illustrative 


of this point :—In some bodies in which the, 
arteries had been injected from the abdomi- | 


nal aorta, the ascending part ef the arch was 


found to be slightly flattened in nearly its’ 


whole length, doubtless in consequence of 
pressure against the sternum, while the in- 


jection became solid. The artery did not 
appear to be unusually distended, though it: 


branches arising directly from the aorta are 
very few. The figure 12 shows two such 
vessels, the internal mammary of the right 
side and the vertebral of the left, in con- 


junction with the usual primary branches. 


“In figure 13, two secondary branches, 
the right and the left vertebral, are seen, 
with the four primary branches, to occupy 
the upper part of the arch.” 


The plan of the work is thus stated by the 


must have been so in some degree, and there author:— 


was not any perceptible change of the shape . 


of the arch.” 


In illustration of the “ unusual direction | 


of the arch ” of the aorta, five sketches are 
given of the curvature of that vessel to the 
right instead of tothe leftside. With regard 
to these cases, Mr. Quain observes,— 


“ The deviations from the ordinary dispo- 
sition of the arch of the aorta referred to in. 
the preceding pages, and represented in the 


* Ist. In the drawings the arteries are, in 
the first place, represented according to their 
most frequent arrangement without the ac- 
companying veins and nerves. 

“2odly. They are shown ia connection 


| with the larger veins aod nerves. 


“3rdly. The deviations from that which 
has been taken as the standard condition of 
the arteries are illustrated in a series of 
sketches. 

“ 4thly. Sach peculiarities of the veins, 


majority of the figures in the filth plate, are and occasionally of the nerves and muscles, 
of very rare occurreuce, insomuch, that in as appeared likely to be of importance ia 
the number of bodies (nearly a thousand) surgical operations, are represented on a 


over which my observation has extended 
with a special view to the subject, no im-| 


reduced scale. 
“Sthly. [lastrations of the state of the ar- 


portant changes were found in the arch, with teries after the operations for aneurism, will 
the exception of those which occur in its be given at the end of the publication. 
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TWINS.—VIABILITY OF THE FCETUS. 


“ The letter- will contain, besides an {child was delivered, and there was consi- 
explanation of, and remarks on, the draw-|derable flooding, but the woman's pulse 
ings— remained good, and she had no feeling of 
* A series of tables showing, in a short) faintness. On the second twin being born, 
space, the condition of each of the larger | it was found to be perfectly exsanguinated, 
arteries in about 290 bodies. Dr. Cnowne had a preparation of two 
* And some practical commentaries, which | placentw which were adherent, and bet ween 
will consist for the most part of inferences which a vascular connection was quite evi- 
from the facts previously set forth, and their | dent. The preparation was put up by the 
application in the performance of the opera- | late Joha Miller. 
tions of surgery.” Mr. G. Suita thought he had been able to 
In conclusion, we feel that we cannot too | @¢tect that the umbilical cord itself, 
' < hi & to & i through some part of its extent, was sup- 
strong y recommend this work to the exam! | dlied by vessels coming from the epigastric, 
nation of the profession. To the practical) Dr, Rew inquired what was the earliest 
surgeoo such a volume must be indispensa-| period of utero-gestation at which a foetus 
ble, and its cheapaess will be another and bad lived after birth. Two or three years 
important inducement in its favour, as | #9 interesting trial had takeo place ia 
lacing it within the reach of every medical | Scotland: in Sonsequence of a clergyman's 
piaciag every wife having been delivered of an infant five 
practitioner, months and three weeks after marriage. This 
Sone child lived to be seven months old. It was 
continent ore marriage, t rialt 
Saturday, Dee. 5, 1840. place to decide whether it were possible that 


a child born at such a period of utere-gesta- 

Mr. Stacerea, President. tion could possibly have lived. The opisions 

CASE OF TWINS—OUESTION OF THE VIABILITY of the medical men were very various; some 
Or THE FETUS, contending that it was quite possible ; others 


Tue Prestpest laid upon the table two! that six, and some that seven months was 
foetuses with a placenta common to both, of the earliest period at which a foetus could 
which a woman had been delivered at about carry on an independent life. The jury gave 
the fifth month of pregnancy. The case ina verdict of not proven, thereby leaving 
was interesting from the fact of both of the the question as it was. 
foetuses having exhibited signs of life for’) Mr. Verratt koew an instance in which 
two or three minutes after birth; and from a virtuous woman was delivered of an infant 
the fact, according to the opinion of Mr. two days within six months after marriage. 
Streeter, that there was only ove chorion, The child lived seven weeks. 
while there were two amoions. The fe-| 
tuses were of a different size, one being % 
nearly as large again as the other, and yet. MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 
the placenta was not diseased. How was December 7. 
this to be explained?) The umbilical cord — 
of one child was attached to the centre of Mr. Kixcpon read a paper, or rather 
the placenta, that of the other near to its asked a question of the society, inquiring 
margin. The miscarriage was accounted | whether the reaction following venesection, 
for by the presence of a large quantity of in the premonitory symptoms of inflamma- 
liquor amnii. With reference to the propor- tion, was not likely to do more harm than 
tion of twin cases, Dr. Kennedy had stated, would counterbalance the good which the 
that in Dablin, it was one in sixty; in Lon- bleeding might effect? The great point in 
don, one in ninety-one; in France, one in the paper appeared to be, the showing of 
one hundred and forty; in America, one in the necessity of our carefully distinguishing 
seventy-five; and Dr. Reid had found the between those cases in which inflammation 
ene in St. Giles’s to be one in sixty-| is present, and absclutely requires venesec- 

rand a half. tion for its cure; and those in which, al- 

Mr. G. Suitn inquired, whether any mem- though some of the premonitory symptoms 
ber had been able to trace a connectivun be- | of that state are observable, yet, having oc- 
tween one twin child and another by vessels ; | curred in a debilitated state of constitution, 
he had tried to detect this connection by ‘or after severe operations, required seda- 
injecting the placenta, but had not suc- tives, and not depletion. 
ceeded. Several members spoke on the subject, 

Dr, Retp had not made any experiments | agreeing in the main with the author of the 
himself on the subject: it would appear, | paper, who we regret did not lay down any 
however, from a case recorded by Dr. rules by which the two classes of cases 
Hamilton, of Edinburgh, that such a con-| might be distinguished. The distinction, he 
nection did occasioually exist. Dr. Ha-| observed, must rest on the sagacity of the 
milton was called to a case of twins. One| surgeon in attendance. 
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


TUMOUR OF THE LOWER JAW.—OPERATION, 


J. H., a married woman, 34 years of age, 
of slight conformation, spare babit, and pale 
complexion, was admitted October léth, 
under the care of Mr, Liston, with a tamour 
of the lower jaw, which she wished much to 

«~be removed. She gave the following his- 
tory of its appearance and growth :—About 
ten years ago she suffered for a considerable 
time from swelling and pain in the gums on 
the right side of the lower jaw, which she 
considered at the time to arise from the ef- 
forts of the wisdom-tooth to pierce the gum, 
With attention to the bowels, and fomenta- 
tions to the cheek and mouth, this inflamma- 
tion subsided, but left a small hard swelling 
in the gum, which remained stationary for 
along time without causing her much incon- 
venience, About three years after this she 
experienced a second attack of the swelling 
of the gums and cheek, on the subsidence 
of which she noticed that the little hard 
tumour had become larger, and she now, for 
the first time, found it painful and incon- 
venient; since then she has often had simi- 
Jar attacks of inflammatory swelling, and 
the tumour has gradually increased up to 
the present time. The pain has been of a 
constant aching character, worse at night 
than in the day, but never violent; the teeth 
have become loosened by its gradual exten- 
sion inwards; the gums have frequently 
bled without apparent cause. Diilerent 
ointments have been applied to arrest the 
progress of the disease; and about two 
months ago an incision was made in the 
cheek, from which, she says, about half a 
= of a thin bloody fluid was discharged. 

is opening has remained patent, constantly 
discharging water, which seems to collect in 
the neighbourhood and burst into it. The 
tumour is now exceedingly hard, almost 
bony extervally, and of a cartilaginous 

firmness internally, where it is covered by a 
dark-coloured mucous membrane, marked 
deeply by the upper row of teeth ; it extends 
from the anterior part of the body of the 
lower jaw, about opposite the right lateral 
incisor to the upper end of the ramus of the 
bone, on the same side, almost as far as the 
articulation, It projects outwards, pro- 
ducing considerable deformity of the face, 
and by its pressure inwards, has displaced 
the teeth, which are biackened, and mostly 
carious ; the breath is offensive; there is no 
great flow of saliva. There is a fistalous 
opening, somewhat puckered round the mar- 
gin, in the side of the cheek, through which 
a foetid purulent dischirge flows; the pa- 

tient’s health and appetite are good; she is 
quite regolar,and her bowels are sufficiently 
open, She is, moreover, anxious to get rid 


TUMOUR OF THE LOWER JAW.—OPERATION. 


Oct. 26, Mr. Liston, from the slow and 
gradual growth of the tumour, and from its 
character to the touch, &e., considered it to 
be of a simple fibrous nature, and such as 
might safely be removed withoat chance of 
reproduction, provided the whole of the 
diseased parts were removed; he therefore 
proceeded to the operation. 

The patient being seated in a chair, an 
incisor tooth on the right side was first re- 
moved; aaincision was then made witha 
sharp-pointed bistoury, commencing oppo- 
site and rather behind the articulation on 
the right side, passing in a curved direction 
behind the angle of the jaw, and beneath 
the ramus, and terminating by curving up- 
wards in the mesial line to about the centre 
of the prominence of the chin. The flap, 
marked out by this curved incision, was 
rapidly dissected upwards, and the maxilla 
alveolus and tumour exposed, The forefinger 
of the left hand was then introduced into 
the mouth, and the bistoury entered from 
below so as to divide the masecles attached 
near the symphysis, and also the mucous 
membrane. Opposite to this point Hey's 
straight-edged saw was applied on the outer 
surface of the bone, and when a slight 
groove had been made with this instrument, 
the division of the jaw was completed with 
the bone-cutting forceps. The operator then 
resumed the kuife, aud depressing and turn- 
ing outwards the jaw he divided its internal 
attachments as far as the coronoid process. 
At this point of the operation, however, 
while an attempt was made to use the body 
of the jaw as a lever, and to draw down the 
tendon of the temporal muscle below the 
zygoma, the ramus of the bone gave way; 
the remaining portion was, accordingly, 
seized with a pair of sequestrum forcep*, 
and with a little difficulty the tendon of the 
temporal muscle divided. The operation 
was then completed, by disarticnlatiog the 
condyle, the joint being opened from before, 
and the point of the knife being kept close 
against the bone to avoid wonnding the iu- 
teroal maxillary artery. The facial artery 
Was cut across by the first incisiov, and was 
commanded by the finger of an assistant, A 
considerable quantity of blood was lost 
dering the latter partof the operation; the 
patient fainted, and probably owing to this 
cause no vessels required ligature, Lint 
dipped in cold water was placed in the 
wouod under the fap, and the patient put to 
Eight, p.m. The lint dipped in cold water 
has been changed every quarter of an hour, 
All oozing of blood has ceased ; the patient 
is tolerably easy now. Pulse, 120; weak. 
The flap was now cleansed from coagula, 
and retained ia accurate apposition with the 
other soft parts, by means of four points of 
interrupted suture acd several strips of 
isinglass plaster. 


of the tumour, and ready to undergo any 
operation which may be necessary, 


27. Slept for several hours during the 
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night; bowels opened once; not much 
of the parts about the 
wound very slightly raised; there is a 
profuse discharge of saliva from the mouth, 

Nov, 16. Since the last report the case 
has been progressing in the most favourable 
manner. She was discharged cured to-day. 

It is surprising how little deformity exists. 
There is a little sioking of the right side of | 
the cheek, which is principally caused by 
the puckering of the fistulous opening, which 
is now quite closed, When the countenance | 
is quiet, the mouth appears perfectly even, 
though it is slightly drawn to one side in 
smiliog. 


ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS ON 


SULPHUR LOTUM, IN RHEUMATIC 
AFFECTIONS, 
AND THE OPERATION FOR VARICOSE VEINS 
IN THE LEGS. 


By Cuanres Cray, Surgeon, Manchester, 
Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence. 


I wave already made known my views 
respecting the use of sulphur lotum, in rheu- 
matic affections, whether of an acute or 
chronic nature, in support of the valaalle 
observations made by Dr. Munk in reference 
to its ase in cases of angina pectoris, men- 
tioned in Tue Lancet for August last. Since 
that time IL have given this simple bat effi. 
cacious remedy an extensive and fair trial, 
having at command a large field for experi- 
ment in the practice of two dispensaries, 
situated in a dense population where the 
atmosphere is almost constantly charged 
with moisture, In watching the effects of 
the sulphur lotum, 1 have been assisted by 
my colleague and three assistant surgeons, 
who all agree with me that, with some rare 
exceptions, all cases easily gave way to its 
exhibition, and there was none that did not 
receive very considerable benefit. The for- 
mula [nse is the same that I proposed in 
August last (see Lancet, p. 754); yet, in 
some cases, L have used, and I thought with | 
some advantage, the addition of a little carb, 
soda, about 3ij. to the 3j. of sulphur lotum. | 
The trials I have given this simple remedy | 
since I read Dr. Munk’s observations, have | 
not been less than three buandred cases 
and, from the uniform success I have met 
with, I can confidently recommend it to the | 
profession for use. “The application of | 
sulphur inrheumatic affections is not so new, 
as | find that Professor Otto is mentioned | 
in the ‘ British and Foreign Medical Re- 
view’ for 1836, as having discovered that 
the carbonate of sulphur was of great advan- 
tage in very obstinate cases of rheumatism, 
where almost every other remedy had failed, 
The remedy he proposed was applied ex-| 
ternally as well as given internally. Anumber | 


beyond all doubt. I could cite endless 
cases myself in support of it, but the matter 
is so easily tested, it isnot required. There 
is always an existing prejudice against very 
common remedies which is difficult to over- 
come, though it be as apparent in its benefit 
as the sun at poon-day ; aud this is not con- 
fined to patients only, but frequently to 
medical men, Salphar is too much of an 


| every-day remedy, too common and chea 


to be held in repute by geaeral society, and, 
as its smell always dc tects it, we have great 
difficulty to overcome in using it ; neverthe- 
less it ought not to be despised; if fairly 
tried, though disagreeable, it will not dis- 
appoint the experimentalist. I may meution, 
I have given it to the extent of Zss. in the day 
in very obstinate cases, aod it requires in 
such some days before a good result is ob- 
tained, 

Ia support of the new operation for varix, 
which you were kind enough to iatro- 
duce to the world through the mediam of 
your valuable Journal, as an ameodment on 
the system of M. Laugier (see Lancer, Aug. 
29h, and agaia Oct. 17th), I will now add 
another case in illustration of the same treat- 
ment:—Anne Collins, wt. 56, Furnace-hill, 
Dukinfield, applied for relief for a large and 
obstinate ulcer on the external malleolus of 
the right leg, which was, as is generally the 
case, extensively varicosed from the knee to 
the foot. The ulcerous sore was of some 
years’ standing, and had resisted every means 
of proposed relief; having pointed out the 
difficulties of doing any service without 
destroying the varix by operation, she at 
once consented, and, on the first of the pre- 
sent month, 1 operated in two places, the 
most prominent, on the exact plan recorded 
in your Journal as above, The violence of 
the pain was over in less than one hour, and 
scarcely any uneasiness was felt; on the fol- 
lowing morning, on the 10th inst., the old 
aod very obstinate ulcer was all but healed; 
on the 15th, one slough had fallen away, 
and the other on the point of doing so, The 
woman is now impatient to be at her work, 
aod is quite proud of her leg being reduced 
to its natural size. From some commanica- 
tions L have received from medical men re- 
specting this operation, there appears to be 
a great dread of inflammation of the coats of 
the vein, In eleven operations no such re- 
sult has taken place with me. I have had 
the worst possible cases to deal with, and 
should not hesitate to perform it at any season 
of the year, and almost in any case ; certainly 
there might be cases of constitutional irrita- 
bility where I might hesitate, 


STRICTURE OF THE GSOPHAGUS, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sin :—Haviog met with a case of that 
very rare and distressing disease, stricture 
of cases are cited, which prove its efficacy , of the cesophagus, which caused the death 
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of the patient, perhaps you will favour me 
with its insertion in your widely-circulated 


On Sept. 22, I was requested to visit a 
female for some affection of the throat, I 
found her extremely emaciated, but free 
from all pain, with a quick, feeble pulse; 
clean tongue ; appetite good ; but she com- 

lained she could not swallow any food. 

he stated that about two months prior to 
this time she first experienced a difficulty in 
swallowing solids, which gradually increas- 
ed, and for the last fortnight she had not 
been able to swallow any solid, and liquids 
only in very minute quantities; the greater 
ion of the latter, after having been swal- 
ed for two or three minutes, being ejected. 
1 endeavoured to pass a tube into the sto- 
mach, but at some distance down the ceso- 
it met with resistance, and could not 
propelled any further, She died on the 
20th. Her age I may mention was 62. 

U examining the cesophagus after 
death, in which I had the kind and able 
assistance of my friend, Mr. Barrow, of 


STRICTURE OF THE (FSOPHAGUS.—VACCINATION. 


for its victims, a circular was issued to the 
almost-forgotten vaccinators to meet 2 
Saturday, Nov. 21, at the vestry-rooms, to 
siga the contract with the parish for vacci- 
nation, On this day fifteen gentlemen were 
assembled, including two of the parish sur- 
geons, [it being understood that one of the 
absent parish surgeons was canvassing the 
directors to put the whole of the vaccination 
into the hands of the four parish surgeons; 
as by that arrangement the Is. 6d, might be 
made to pay. This gentleman probably for- 
gets that the poor-law commissioners are to 
be consulted on that subject, and would ua- 
doubtedly object to any such unpriocipled 
proposal,] the contract was read; and it 
was unanimously felt aad expressed, that the 
terms of the contract were such as no con- 
scientious surgeon could affix his sigaature 
to. The principal objectionable clause was 
the following :— 

“And that he will, for the purpose of 
vaccinating all such persons, attend on every 
Monday in every week, from the hour of 
nine of the clock in the forenoon to the hour 
of one of the clock in the aflernoon, at the 

idence or surgery of the said vaccinator 


Poplar, after we had removed the pb 
gus with the stomach, we endeavoured to 
pass the tube, but were unable, the situation 
of the obstruction being about an inch from 
the cardiac orifice of the stomach. Upon 
laying open the oesophagus, we te in 
the situation before referred to, its coats 
thickened and raised in the form of flaps all 
round the circle of the tube, covering small 
fungous projections, compared by a b 
stander to the crop of a fowl. The gall. 
bladder was distended with bile. I have 
the honour to remain, yours respectfully, 

Crarces Garavenor, 

42, Castle-street, Holborn. 


VACCINATION IN ST, PANCRAS. 


Arter an abortive attempt on the part of 
an waworthy minority in the board of direc- 
tors of St. Pancras parish to set at nought 
the laws of their country, as will appear by 
the following extract from a circular ad- 
dressed to the directors of the poor :— 

* Also, to consider the following notice of 
motion, given at the last meeting, ‘ That this 
board is of opinion, that the parochial rates 
ought not to be burthened with any expense 
in carrying into operation an Act to extend 
the practice of vaccination, passed the 23rd 
of July, 1840, especially when competent 
aod Jegally-qualifed medical practitioners 
are willing to perform the duties prescribed 
by the said Act without any remuneration,’ 

(Sigved) Joun MoGauney, Clerk.” 


—and feeling that the lion in the shape of 
an epidemic of small-pox was already at 
their doors, increasing rapidly in its devas- 
tation, and threatening to put the economical 
directors to a heavy expenditure for coffins 


for the time being.” 

It was thea proposed that a request 
should be made to the directors to appoint 
a less objectionable time than the whole 
forenoon. And that as this was the first 
meeting of the medical vaccinators of the 
parish, that they should also express their 
opinion of the insufficiency of the payment. 


-| The following resolutions, addressed to the 


directors of the poor, were then put, ead 
carried unanimously :— 

“1. That the medical gentlemen assem- 
bled at the vestry rooms, Nov. 21, 1840, are 
of opinion, that they cannot conscientiously 
enter into @ contract, to devote to vaccina- 
tion so many successive hours as those men- 
tioned in the proposed agreement: they, 
therefore, beg respectfully to request the 
directors of the poor to limit the hours to, 
from nine to eleven o'clock. 

“ 2. That this meeting being the first pub- 
lic meeting of the medical practitioners of 
the parish of St. Pancras, relative to vacci- 
nation, do feel it their duty to the profession 
at large, to express their opinion, that the 
fee of 1s. Gd. is wholly insufficient for the 
purpose of carrying into effect the beneficent 
intentions of the Legislature, io passing the 
Vaccination Act. 

(Signed) “ Josern Chairman.” 

On Friday, Nov. 27, the vaccinators again 
met, for the purpose of receiving and consi- 
dering the answer of the directors, 

Mr. McGahey, the vestry-clerk, stated, on 
the part of the directors of the poor, that 
they agreed to the proposed alteration of the 
hours. With regard to the resolution re- 
lating to the fee, the directors did not feel 
themselves at liberty to entertain that sub- 


ject at present, 


Fe * 
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The ty were agreed to 
be sent to the at their next meet- 
a That their best thanks are due to them 
for acceding to their wishes, and altering 
the hours of vaccination as suggested. 

2. That the gentlemen composing this 
meeting cannot separate without endeavour- 
ing to impress upon the minds of the direc- 
tors, that a considerable saving in a pecu- 
niary point of view would accrue to the 
parish, by carrying out the Vaccination Act 
so as to put an ead to the ravages of the 
small-pox, as will appear from the following 
calculation :— 

According to the tables of mortality, as 
published by the registrar-general, about 
six per cent, of the deaths in the metropolis 
are caused by small-pox, and this proportion 
is fearfully increasing. 

In St, Pancras parish, according to the 
registrars, 3000 die annually, consequently 
the number at present dying from smal! pox 
may be estimated at the rate of 180 per 
anoum. 

The expense of burying these is probably 
about 2/. each. The births in the parish, 
according to the registrars, amount to about 
3500, of whom about one-third go wavacci- 
nated, Suppose these should be all vacci- 
nated upon the present plan, the expense 
will be, 1167 persons at Is. Gd. each, 87/. 10s. 
But suppose this fee doubled, which would 
cause the vaccination of 19 out of 20 of the 
inhabitants of the parish, the account might 
be rated thas :— 

Present expease of burying those 

age fal of vaccination to prevent 


Sav to parish. ee ee ee £185 
or the expense of the 
borial expenses, 

It may be said that the parish does not 
pay the expense of all these funerals ; butas 
small-pox rages priacipally among the poor, 
it most probably does for a considerable 
portion ; and it must be recollected they are 
parishioners who pay the remainder, not cer- 
tainly in the form of poor’s-rates, but in a 
much more expensive mode. 

There should likewise be taken into the 
calculation the expense of giving parochial 
relief to those who are ill of smal!-pox, or 
who have children that are so. 

Josern Curtis, Chairman. 


3. That the medical geatiemen now 
sent, with others of the vaccinators, do form 
themselves into a society for the purpose of 
assisting in carrying into effect the opera- 
tions of the Vaccine Act. 

Heway Hon, Sec, and Treasurer. 

In concluding the report of these proceed- 
ings, it is distressing to remark that the io- 
tentions of the Vaccination Act have been 


so entirely overlooked, and will be eveatu- 
ally so entirely prostrated by 
ment under this truly beneficent bill, 

thing appears to be quite certain on ae 
the contract of St. Pancras parish, that 
has not beendrawn up by any one acquainted 
with the Vaccination Act. 

Its provisions relate solely to the vaccina- 
tien of children brought by their pareats to 
the house of the vaccinator; to such, in fact, 
as goveroment bas already provided vacci- 
vation for in the numerous gratuitous insti- 
tutions of London, and which are all vacci- 
nated, or would be vaccinated, indepen- 
dently of a Vaccination Act. It must be 
neediess to repeat, that it was not for the 
performance of the operation upoa such as 
these that the Act was passed, but with a 
view to ensure the vaccination of those chil- 
dren whose mothers are prejudiced against 
the operation, who will not bring their 
children voluntarily, but will require to be 
sought out in their miserable tenements and 
wretched garrets ; but the medical vaccina- 
tors are not called upon in the contract to 
perform this duty ; these children are to be 
neglected, that the seeds of small-pox may 
not be wholly eradicated ; perhaps the coa- 
siderate directors feel that their miserable 
Is. 6d. is not payment sufficient for this, the 
principal intention of the Vaccination Act, 
How long are matters purely medical to be 
entrusted to the hands of persons wholly 
ignorant of the nature of the duties the -” 
called upon to perform? We trust, 
ever, that this will be speedily p Bre 
with regard to the business of the poor-law 
commission by the appointment of a medical 
commissioner. 


THE MEDICAL PROFESSION 
AND 


THE POOR-LAW COMMISSIONERS, 


To the Poor- Law Commissioners. 


Gentiemen :—I fear that you understand 
the medical profession still less than they 
understand you; I hope in a few letters to 
make you better acquainted; I desire to 
show you what you have to bope or to fear 
from a body of men, on the whole, of bigh 
education and attainments, and who are 
ramified through every city and village in 
the empire, possessing, as is clear by their 
practising, the public confidence. It is ma- 
nifest, by many of your sayings and doings, 
that you are shrewd men, yet you are not 
without that sigan of weakness, a blind ad- 
herence to a particular theory; and this, 
like all hobbies, is very apt to carry its 
riders into the mire. You have hitherto 
maligned, undervalued, and wrongly esti- 
mated the influence of medical practitioners. 
Why is this? Is it because they have from 
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time to time stood in your way—stood in the 
breach, I should say, like Moses of old, at- 
tempting to stay or to abate the pestilence 
that was rolling over the poor of their land? 
Or is it because some enemy of the profes- 
sion is with you? Many have thought this, 
and perhaps pot without foundation. Or 
have you falleu into the error of considering 
the medical profession a divided one, a pro- 
fession weakened by jealousies and dissen- 
sions? In short, the sticks of the fable that 
might be one by one broken up, and set 
aside, perhaps, to light the fire, that should 
te you life, and energy, and warmth. You 

ve done your best, gentlemen, to inspire 
the public with coutempt of our profession ; 
you have used the uoworthy among us to 
bow dowa the worthy to your schemes, aod 
you have divided us when the voice of re- 
monstrance has heen raised; you have 
charged the profession with being the in- 
direct cause of much of the pauperism of the 
land, These are grave errors, A profession 
rather before than behind in the literature 
and science of the days ; a profession spend- 
ing much of its time in allevieting the suf- 
ferings of humanity, without fee and with- 
out reward—such a profession to be so ma- 
ligned. This is a grave error, gentlemen, and 
its evidence shortsightedness: but grave as 
the error is, it may be repented of. If you were 
to act so as to gain the confidence of medi- 
cal men and other well-wishers of the com. 
munity, how could they aid you; they are 
almost all powerful, or will be, for the car- 
ryiog out any measure of good for the poor 
and middle classes; and they are liitle 
likely to aid you in carrying out any others: 
keep them as you have made them, your 
enemies, that is, the enemies of reckless 
and unfeeling policy, and they form a stum- 
bling-block that wiil be ever in your way. 
You are poor reasoners, gentlemen ; you say 
a medical man is so wedded to his interest, 
that you must issue order on order to keep 
him from the evil practices to which he is so 
prose; and you cite instances which prove 
that, caring nought for his trouble, time, and 
expense, he arcdminisiers those kindnesses 
that shall not fail, according to your own 
account, to increase his work, without add- 
ing to his remuneration. Can you for a mo- 
ment think, gentlemen, that men of rough- 
hewn and uneducated minds cxn form as- 
sociations for the protection of their rights, 
and to keep off the enemy that threatens to 
trample them under fout; and can you be- 
lieve our profession incapable of this? Be- 
lieve me, gentlemen, the sticks, to resume 
our illustration, are gathering up fast into 
the bundle, that shall not only defy al! such 
maligno and impotent attempts, but that 
shall, in their turn, overthrow the aggressor; 
you may smile as men unaware of their 
danger, but what mean the varions associa- 
tions that are springing up all over these 
kingdoms? How does the British Medical 


Association, with all its branches, east, 
west, north, and south, regard you? Have 
the provincial associations any affection 
for you? The numerous aod influential as- 
sociations of Ireland, of Scotland, of Eng- 
land, that in a short time have sprung up 
almost at once from infancy to the strength 
of manhood—do all, do most, in short, do 
any of these regard you as their friends? 
Ono the contrary, do they not see in your 
board the euemies of our profession? Indeed, 
have not many of them been called into 
being by your owa deeds? It was an ancient 
maxim, that strength might be obtained by 
destroying our enemies—destroy ing them as 
enemies by changing them into frieads, Have 
you sufficient philosophy for this; or are 
you so wedded to your own opinion, that 
you could no more attempt it than you could 
leave the commission without poignant re- 
gret? This remains to be seen. Meantime, I 
shall again address you ; and itshall be my 
fault if we finish our toil before the pro- 
fession and you shall have koown each other 
well, I am, Gentlemen, your obedient ser- 
vant, PUILANTHROPOS, 


London, Dec. 7, 1840. 


THE RESTRAINT OF LUNATICS— 
STRAIT-WAISTCOATS—THE HAN- 
WELL ASYLUM. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Six:—I have read with very sincere plea- 
sure the two papers in your Namber for 
Dec. 5, by Mr. Stilwelland “ Paitacerues ;” 
not because I agree with them in their con- 
clusions, but because it is refreshing to see 
the controversy taken up by men of candour 
and intelligence, who discuss the question 
as one of science aod humanity, uomixed 
with party spirit aod untinctured with vulgar 
prejudices. They wholly abandon the sys- 
tem of coercion in its ordinary sense, namely, 
as a substitution for the care and vigilance 
of attendants, and a cheap remedy with 
troublesome patients, They say this :—Ia 
our judgment, and from our experience, 
we think that, in certain cases of maniacal 
excitement, the application of the strait- 
waistcoat is, in a medical sense, beneficial, 
as tending to shorten the duration of the 
paroxysm, and lessen the exhaustion of the 
patient; but it must be applied only in ex- 
treme cases, and used with great judgment, 
It is, in fact, like arsenic, pru-sic acid, and 
some other poisons, a most valaable medi- 
cine in skilfal hands; but, like these drugs, 
must be administered only by the physician 
himself, and not entrusted to ignorant at- 
tendants, 

This is the language of knowledge and 
candour ; and if the ultimate result of the 
great experiment at this time making should 
orly be the removal of all instruments of 


| 
| 
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festraint from the custody of keepers and 
nurses, and a legislative prohibition of their 
use, except medicinally,aad under the direc- 
tion of a skilful physician, the cause of 
humanity will have gained greatly by the 
contest. But I do not deny that 
believe that the cause will stand the test of 
experience, and ultimately succeed alto- 
gether, at all events, 

A discussion founded on such data, and 
conducted in the spirit and temper which 
these gentlemen have thrown iato it, must) 
tend to the advancement of scieace and the 
establishment of truth. 

To use Dr. Conolly’s own words, in his 
valuable report, “ No science furnishes 
more lessons against presumption than medi- 
cine; pone requiring a greater number of 
circumstances to be taken into consideration, 
and tested by experiment, before arriving at. 
rules of general application.” And it is_ 
most gratifying to find that the asylums at. 
Lancaster, Moutrose, Northampton, &c., are 
following in the same steps. In the splendid. 
establishment at Hanwell, abundant oppor-| 
tanities are now daily afforded of testing by | 
experience the soundness of the system there 


pursued, Great, indeed, are the obstacles. 


against which Dr. Conolly has had, and 
still has, to contend, as the proceedings at 
the Middlesex quarter-sessions abundaat!, 
prove ; but, as Mr. Stilwell justly observes, 
the County have resolved to give the experi- 
ment a fair trial; and, thus supported, 
whether his endeavours may or may not be 
successful to their full extent, they must be 
productive of most beneficial improvements 
in the treatment of the insane, and redound | 
to the eternal honour of himself and his 
supporters, I am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 


Dec. 8, 1840. 


A Looxer-on. 


REMOVAL OF THE DISCOLORATION PRO 
DUCED BY NITRATE OF SILVER. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir:—I am not aware that it is generally 
koowa that the hydriodate of potass will 
instantly remove from the skio the stains) 
caused by the nitrate of silver. In those 
unsightly discolorations of the skin follow- 
ing the internal use of the nitrate, would it 
not be worth the while to give the hydr. of 
potass a trial, by using it internally as well 
as by the endermic method? Perhaps some 
one of your readers may have an opportu- 
nity of making the trial, which, if success- 
ful, would remove the greatest drawback to 
the use of this most potent and useful medi- 
cine. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Tuonas Dawson. 


Bicester, Nov, 16, 1840, 


CERTIFICATES TO QUACKS. 


Tue propriety of indulging io the indis- 
crimiaate habit of giviog “ certificates and 
testimonials” of supposed ability, even to 
legally qualified members of the profession, 
is agreeably illustrated by the quackish 
purpose to which such a document has beea 
placed ia the following paragraph, printed 
under the head of “* Local Intelligence” ia 
the Chester Courant of Oct. 27th, last. It 
deserves republication :— 

“ Dearness, &e.—Those who suffer from 
—— and other diseases of the ear, will 

be glad to learn that Mr, Downing, surgeon- 
aurist, member of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons of London, is at present in this city, 
on a professional visit, for a shorttime. A cor- 
| respondent states, ‘an old gentleman, who, to 
/our knowledge, had been extremely deaf as 
long as we can remember, and a gentleman 
who had been deaf the last twenty years, have 
been effectually relieved by Mr. Downing, in 
the course of a few days. A lady, who had 
been subject from her infancy to deafness, a 
disagreeable discharge, and constant singing 
n both ears; a clergyman, deaf of one ear 
ad twenty years; and the lady of a 
clergyman, who was deaf upwards of tea 
years, have also, with many others, been 
speedily freed from their complaints, by 
simple treatment, uader Mr. Downing’s at- 
tention,”” 

“From what I have known aod Jearnt of 
Mr. Downing, I feel mach confidence ia 
bearing testimony to his attainments in his 
profession, and my belief in his capacity to 
perform his duty skilfully, in whatever situ- 
ation he may be placed.”—Sir Astley Cooper, 
Bart. 

Persons desirous of obtaining Mr. Down- 
ing’s assistance, will have an opportunity 
of seeing him, for a short time, at 14, Para- 
dise-row, between the hours of ten and two, 


MIDDLESEX LUNACY MAGISTRATES. 


To the Ediier of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—* Puitanruroros”™ bas, although 
most unintentionally, done great injustice to 
the visiting justices of the Hanwell Asylam, 
by selecting three of them as the supporters 
of the humane system there adopted. The 
committee consists of fifteen persons, and of 
the remaining twelre ten are as zealous in 
their support as the three rentlemen named ; 
two, oaly, of the committee, viz., Mr. Gib- 
bon and Mr, Laurie, as you will fisd upon 
reference to their speeches, in the papers, 
at the late meeting of Middlesex magistrates, 
entertaining any doubts either of the practi- 
cability or atility of the system, I am, Sir, 
your obedient servau 


Nov, 23, 1840, PHuARMACOPOLA, 
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To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sir :—Having had, for some weeks past, 
@ gentleman under my care, the subject of 
very bad permanent stricture, and having, 
without progress or benefit, used every other 
description of instrument, metallic and non- 
metallic, except the armed bougie, I shall 
feel obliged by those of your numerous 
readers, whose practical and personal expe- 
rience may enable them to do so, furnishing 
te with the number of analogous cases in 
which they have used armed bougies (parti- 
cularly those with potassa fusa), the mode 
in which the bougie has been armed and 
used, and the result of their treatment, whe- 
ther beneficial or the reverse ; if beneficial, 
to what extent, and at the end of what pe- 
tiod ; if prejudicial, how frequently, and io 
what degree? I am, Sir, your obedient ser- 
vant, 


Nov. 30, 1840. 


Aw Supscriper. 


OF MUSCLES. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sin:—As every thing in science that is 
likely to outlive a day should have a name, 
and as the operation of dividing muscles for 
the cure of deformities arising from their 
contracted condition seems to have taken 
fank amongst the class of practical opera- 
tions, allow me to suggest to the profession 
the propriety of adopting the term myodiatomy 
(from and diarepyw), to designate that 
Operation generally. Sir, yours, &c. 

T. 


London, Dec. 7, 1840. 


PRIZE MEDALS IN KING'S COLLEGE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin :—Kaowing the interest you take in 
all that concerns the welfare of the students 
of medicine in the various schools of this 
metropolis, I venture to request you to in- 
sert in your valuable Periodical the fol- 
lowing statement of the manner in which 
the different prizes are awarded at King’s 
College, to the medical department of which 
I have the honour to belong. 

You are aware, Sir, that it is customary in 
Other schools to offer rewards in each branch 
of medical science for proficiency therein ; 
and as it is not probable that “ first-year’s 
students’ should be able to compete for 
honours with meno of two and three years’ 
Standing, two prizes are offered, the one for 
the senior, the other for the junior students. 

In King’s College, however, another sys- 
tem is adopted, which deserves notice, from 
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the singular and novel mode which is used 
lo excite the younger students to exert them- 
selves. To wit: one prise is given for che- 
mistry and anatomy; another for materia 


itself enough to damp the ardour of a young 
aspirant to honours, who might obtain a 
fair knowledge of one of them, or even of 
two, differently arranged, he has to compete 
with men who are about to be examined for 
their diplomas and licences to practise. 
By insertiog this ia Tue Lancet, you will 
greatly oblige, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A Junior Stupent or Kixe’s Correos. 


EXTENT OF THE POOR-LAW 
DISTRICTS. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir :—From the date of the establishment 
of the nick-named “ Poor-law Amendment 
Bill,” you have uniformly denounced the 
extent of the medical districts, and in a 
kindly and considerate spirit you have advo- 
cated a reduction in size, accompanied with 
other improvements, corresponding with the 
evidence tendered to the poor-law com- 
mittee. The necessity for some such amend- 
ments has been recognised by the poor-law 
commissioners, who avowed their inten- 
tion to address themselves to the subject 
of medical relief during the autuma ; but 
the sequel will prove how little worthy of 
reliance are statements aod promises of re- 
dress emanating from them, even though 
deliberately enunciated and embodied io a 
palpable form, as in their anoual reports. 
The central workhouse for the Wiodsor 
union, containing a population of upwards 
of 17,000 inhabitants, baving been completed, 
it became necessary to appoint a surgeon 
thereto, and this important duty has been 
accomplished after this manner: the names 
of the two existing surgeons having been 
written opon paper,and carelessly deposited 
upon the floor of the room appropriated to 
the use of the sapient guardians, the relieving 
officer was desired to select one of the 
names, and the adventitious choice having 
devolved upon the adventurer for the 
Egham district, he was forthwith in- 
stalled into office, with the magnificent 
addition of £10 to his present salary. This 
solemn’ absurdity is worthy the parties im- 
plicated, and finely illustrates their proceed- 
ings upon this question from the formation 
of the anion. The result is, that the Egham 
district is extended beyond its former limits, 
—about nine miles by four,—and the duties 
of the lucky officer materially increased, with 
the sanction of the poor-law commissioners, 
who can perceive no evils in these arrange- 
ments of the guardians; another proof, to 
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t an efficient system of 
Sir, your faithfal 


Cuirvrovs. 
Nov. 17, 1840, 


JOBBING AT ST. THOMAS’S 
HOSPITAL, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir :—Your Brighton correspondent M.D. 
replies, ia answer to the question—W ho is 
Dr. Leeson? that he is a gentleman well 
koown in the scientific world, I acknow- 
ledge that, although I profess to have some 
knowledge of men of science, I never before 
beard of this gentleman's name. What bas 
he done to render himself so well known? 
The circumstance of his having been re- 
gularly educated at Oxford and Cambridge, 
is a proof that he must have been long de- 
barred from an acquaintance with science, 
and that he cannot have enjoyed a regularly 
scientific education, When there are so 
many distinguished men io London who have 
improved, and would further add to our 
knowledge by such an appointment, why 
should an unknown be privately smuggled 
io, the controversy of your correspondents is 
highly amusing. Nil versus nihil, Your 


obedient servant, D. 


CONSUMPTION OF OPIUM. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin :—I am at present engaged in making 
some inquiries into the use and employ ment of 
Opium ia health and disease, and am particu- 
larly desirous of ascertaining the correctness 
of the various reports relative to the in- 
creased consumptiou of opium by the upper 
and lower classes of society. 

Should avy of your readers and corre- 
spondents be in possession of any facts relat- 
ing to the above inquiry, they will favour 
me very much by acquainting me with them 
through the pages of Tue Lancet. I remain, 
Sir, yours truly, 

F.S. M. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.—ASSIST- 
ANT PHYSICIAN. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sir :—The medical profession is under 
a deep debt of gratitude for your persevering 
(and, in a great measure, successful) effort-, 
in exterminating that gross system of Nepo- 


tism and favouritism, which unhappily bas 
too much prevailed io our public hospitals, 
You are aware that the election of an assist- 
ant physician is about to take place at St, 
Thomas's Hospital, and it has been asked ia 
your columns who is Dr. Leeson, that all 
other candidates should give way to him? 
I will tell you. He made his début a few 
years since in the Waterloo-road, where he 
attempted to manufacture quinine; but not- 
withstandiog the long purse supplied to the 
youth by a too indulgent parent, most sig- 
nally failed, aod was compelled to sell the 
whole affair off to the best bidder. “ Trade 
being so bad,” he has lately “ studied medi- 
cine.” How be managed to obtain his 
diploma (which he did a few weeks since), 
I know not; but I can positively assert, that 
this same Dr. Leeson, who has the presump- 
tion to present himself as a candigate for 
this most responsible office (where the great- 
est medical skill and experience is required), 
never treated one hundred cases of disease 
in his whole life. His residence is at Greea- 
wich ; a most convenient distance truly for a 
medical officer whose attendance is fre- 
quently required at a moment's notice! 

Were the “ concours” here ado , this 
aspiring youth, and others of a like cast, 
would soon find their proper level, and real 
worth and merit would meet their reward. I 
have the honour to subscribe myself your 
most obedient servant, 

Aw Governor of St. THomas’s 
Hospitat, 


Nov. 21, 1840. 


TREATMENT OF THE INSANE, 
Mr, Hitt tHe “ Looxer-on,” 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir :—It is very evident from the perusal 
of the discussion on the treatment of the 
insane in your Journal, that Mr. Hill is 
unable to reply to the statements made 
against him by Dr. Cookson ( Lancer, p. $38) 
on the one hand, and that bis ally the 
“ Looker-on” is equally determined to pull 
him through the difficulty, by conjuring up 
a mystifying cloud of assumed humapity,on 
the other. One thing is quite certain: that 
sundry great and uoexplained errors existed 
in the management of the Lincoln Lunatic 
Asylom during Mr. Hill's dyoasty, that, I 
fear, it will puzzle the “ Looker-on” him- 
self to make as bright as day; in proof of 
which, I again refer to the uncontradicted 
facts advanced by Dr. Cookson, 

Mr. Hill ie now a candidate for the va- 
cant office in the Haowell Lunatic Asylam ; 
but the true well-wishers for the saccess of 
Dr. Conolly’s system, and the humane treat- 
ment of the insane, will feel with me, that 
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until he can place his proceedings in the 
Liocola Asylum in a better light than that 
exhibited in your Journal, he ought not to 
be permitted to disturb the present harmony 
of arrangements in that institution. His 
very statement, that “ restraint is never ne- 
cessary, never justifiable, and always inja- 
rious, in all cases of lunacy whatever,” al- 
though modified by a very lawyer-like loop- 
hole, proves incontestably that he has fallea 
into the pitfall of many young men, of riding 
a hobby somewhat too unreasonably and ex- 
clusively. Perhaps the “ Looker-on” can 
whisper a word in the ears of the magis- 
trates ; but I suspect he will find that the | 
sense of those gentlemen is not to be warped | 
even by his ingenious eloquence. I will not, 
at the present, occupy any more of your 
space, but will reserve some few words for 
another occasion. I bave the hoaour to be, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 


A Peeper-in. 


SIXPENNY VACCINATION, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sir:—I have read with much pleasure. 
your observations upon the working of the 
Vaccination Act, and quite agree with you, 
that the fee of one shilling and sixpence is) 
miserably low. I send you a circular, ad- 
dressed to the inhabitants of the fourteen 
country parishes of the Battle Union, the 
length of which is fourteen miles, and the 
breadth about the same. The practitioner, 
Thomas Breton, has undertaken the whole | 
of the Union at sixpence per case. His resi- 
dence is at one end of the Union. If medical | 
men are not more true to their own interests, 
I fear that we shall gain but little by our 
complaints of the poor law commissioners.— 
I aw, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A Constant Reaper. 
Hastings, Nov. 17, 1840. 


MORTALITY IN ST. GEORGE'S 
PARISH, HANOVER-SQUARE, 


Tue weekly returns of the registrations of | 


deaths in the metropolis are constantly laid 
before the readers of this Journal, and by the 
Anoual Report of the Registrar-General, it 
is shown that the mortality in the parish of 
St. George, Hanover-square, is much lower 
than in any other district of London. The fol- | 
lowing remarkable facts connected with the | 
subject show bow frightfully the mortality 
in that district is increased by St. George's 
Hospital, at the corner of Grosvenor-place, 
Koaightsbridge, being withia that parish. 
By the registration return’ commencing July 
J, 1837, to the quarter ending 30th Sept., 
1640, the whole number of deaths ia St. 
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| phenson ; Mr. Lear ; Mr. J. A, Smith, 


George's, Hanover-square, is 4760, of which 
number 928 died in St. George’s Hospital, 
so that nearly 20 in every 100 deaths ia the 
whole of that numerous parish occur in the 
hospital,—The Sun. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED, 


Elements of Chemistry, inclading the 
Actual State and Prevalent Doctrines of the 
Science. By the late Edward Turver, M.D., 
F.R.S. L.& E. Seventh Edition. Edited by 
Justus Liebig, M.D., Ph. D., F.R.S. L.& E., 
Professor of Chemistry ia the University of 
Giessen, and William Gregory, M.D., 
F.RS.E., Professor of Chemistry, King’s 
College, Aberdeen, London: Taylor and 
Walton, 1840. 8vo, pp. 988. 


An Inquiry into the Efficacy of Digitalis 
in the Treatment of Idiopathic Epilepsy. 
By Edmond Sharkey, A.B., M.D. London : 
Highley, 1841. 8vo. pp. 80. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


A. L. Y. must apply for information to 
the Navy Board. 

The communication of Mr. Curtis and Mr, 
J. Vese Solomon has been received, 

A.C. qualified. 

Philalethes shall appear in our next. 

Dr. Blake's letter reached us too late for 
insertion this week, it shall appear io our 
next. 

The Report of the North of England 
Medical Association shall appear next week, 

Communications have been received from 
An Inconvenienced Student in the Manchester 
School ; Mr. Gorringe; Mr. Clay; Mr. 
Gosse; Mr. Henderson; An Old Sabsecriher ; 
Mr. Davis; Mr. Boulger; Mr. Hughes; 
Chirurgus; Mr. Braddon; Mr, Sturton; 
Mr. Potter ; Mr. Morris; U1. 8S. ; A Chemist ; 
Mr. Chippendale; Mr. Childs; Addington ; 
A Labourer in the Cause of Humanity ; Cen- 
sor; A Practitioner; Mr.G. A. Place; Jus- 
titia; A Subscriber; Dr. Cookson; Alpha ; 
Mr. Wilton; Mr, Attenburrow; Mr, Sie- 


We are unable to find room for Mr. 
Duffin's letter this week ; we trust that this 
letter will be the conclusion of the squinting 
controversy. 

J.W. The difference between the regu- 
lations of 1831 and 1835, is the gain to the 
student coming uader the regulations of the 
former date of an entire year, 

Mr, May’s communication has not been 
received, 

In the “ Reply to a Correspondent in Tue 
Lancet on the Per-centage System” of last 
week, read Dr, Firth for Dr, Frith, 
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